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ON LOVE TO CHRIST. 


1 Joun iv. 19. 
We love him because he first loved us. 


Tue life of Christianity very much consists 
in our love to Christ. Without love to 
Christ, we are as much without spiritual 
life, as the body, when the soul is fled from 
it, is without natural life. Faith without 
love to Christ is a dead faith, and a Chris- 
tian, without love to Christ, is a dead Chris- 
tian; dead in trespasses and sins. With- 
out love to Christ we may have the name 
of Christians, but we are wholly without 
the nature ; we may have the form of god- 
liness, but are wholly without the power. 
‘Give me thine heart,” is the language of 
God to all the children of men; Prov. xxiii. 
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26; and “Give me thy love,” is the lan- 
guage of Christ to all his disciples. 

Love is the going forth of the heart to 
the object beloved. The love of Christians to 
Christ, is a grace wrought in their hearts 
by the Holy Spirit. It is a flower most 
sweet and fragrant, but there is no seed of 
it in the nature of any man since the fall. 
It is planted in the soul by the Spirit of 
God. Love to Christ is a divine spark, 
that comes down from above, a fire which 
is kindled by the breath of the Lord. ‘*We 
love Him because he first loved us.” 
There must be first a discovery of Christ, 
as a suitable object for love; and not a 
bare notion of this, but believing apprehen- 
sions that Christ is infinitely lovely, super- 
latively excellent, and that his love is 
matchless and transcendent towards the 
children of men; that there is a treasure 
in him, a store-house of all graces, and the 
most needful and rich supplies; otherwise, 
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there will be no going forth of the heart 
in love to him. It is the nature of love to 
desire union to the object beloved, especi- 
ally of this love to Christ; and, this union 
being attained, the desires are after com- 
munion with Christ, and converse and fellow- 
ship with him. No converse is so desirable 
as with persons we most dearly love, and 
in this communion, there is chief compla- 
cency ; the soul sweetly reposes itself in 
Christ, and rejoices in his presence and love. 
Such as love Christ, are espoused and joined 
to him, and they give themselves unto 
Christ to be his, and wholly at his disposal. 

The love of Christ is the most important 
and interesting subject that can engage 
our attention. We may be ignorant of ten 
thousand things, without any loss of real 
happiness, but if ignorant of the love of 
Christ and his great salvation, our state is 
most awful. The Lord Jesus Christ is of 
such absolute necessity to our salvation 
and happiness, that without him we are 
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lost and miserable. Weare guilty sinners, 
condemned by God’s holy law. Christ is 
our great atonement and advocate. 1 John 
il. 2. We are weak and enfeebled by our 
revolt from God, being without strength, 
as well as ungodly; ‘He is the Lord, in 
whom alone we have strength and righte- — 
ousness.”’ Isa. xlv. 24. We are impure 
and defiled in the sight of God; “He is 
Jesus our sanctifier.”? Heb. ii. 11. We are 
by nature spiritually dead and insensible; 
“He is a quickening Spirit.” 1 Cor. xv. 45. 
We are tempted and oppressed creatures; 
‘“‘ He is the great Captain of our salvation.” 
Heb. ii. 10. We are afflicted and despond- 
ing sinners; “He is the consolation of Is- 
rael.” Luke. ii. 25. He is indeed the sin- 
ner’s “all and in all.” 

The strength and activity of Christ’s 
love will appear, if we remember what he 
is now doing for his people. He is inter- 
ceding for them; “ Who is he that con- 
demneth? It ig Christ that died, yea, 
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rather that is risen again, who is even at 
the right hand of God, who also maketh in- 
tercession for us.” Rom viii. 34, It is 
through love that Christ pleads for us in 
heaven—that our persons may be accepted, 
our sins pardoned, our prayers answered, 
and that the Holy Spirit may be sent down 
to teach, sanctify, and comfort us. He 
is preparing a place for us; “In my 
Father’s house are many mansions; if 
it were not so, I would have told you. I 
go to prepare a place for you.” John xiv. 2. 
It is through love, that Christ, as our fore- 
runner, has entered his glorious palace 
above, to take possession of it for us; and 
to prepare places for our reception. He has 
promised, ‘¢ They shall never perish, neither 
shall any pluck them out of my hand.” 
John x. 28. Those who are received into 
the arms of his love, shall be kept by the 
hand of his power; and therefore if we 
truly belong to him, we shall never either 
totally or finally fall away. He will make 
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all things work together for our good; 
“We know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God.” Rom. viii. 
28. Christ has endeared love to all that 
love God, their love being the fruit of his; 
and when men and devils conspire together 
to do us mischief, his love will turn it to 
our spiritual advantage. Christ will stand 
by his people in trouble and death; “I will 
not leave you comfortless; I will come to 
you.” John xiv.18. When affliction arises, 
especially if it be for his sake, and we are 
bereaved of all outward comforts, Christ 
will not leave us comfortless. When flesh 
fails, and heart fails, when friends fail, yea, 
and when life fails, Christ will not fail; 
but will stand by us, and strengthen us, and 
will be a light in our darkest hours, to raise 
our spirits when they are ready to sink 
within us. 

His love is stronger than death, more ar- 
dent than fire, which hath a most vehement 
flame. ‘Many waters cannot quench it, 
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neither can the floods drown it.” Cant vill. 
7. It was the love of Christ, which brought 
him down from heaven to assume our na- 
ture. What manner of love was this, that 
God should become man! that he who made 
the world should be born of a lowly virgin, 
and all for our sakes. It was the love of 
Christ which made him fulfil all righteous- 
ness for us. He yielded a perfect obedience to 
the law, both moral and ceremonial, that 
we might have the benefit of it. It was 
the love of Christ which made him submit 
himself to the temptations of the devil, that 
he who suffered being tempted, might be 
able to succour us when we are tempted. 
It was the love of Christ which made him 
endure the contradiction of sinners for us. 
It was this love which made him lay down 
his life for us. That such a person as 
Christ, so excellent, so innocent, should un- 
dergo death, and such a death as that of 
the cross, so disgraceful, so painful; that 
he should submit to such ignominy, and en- 
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dure such agony ; such tearing of his flesh, 
such pressure in his spirit; with such sub- 
mission and patience, for strangers and 
enemies! Here was love stronger than 
death. Oh! the height, Oh! the depth 
of this love! There are such dimensions 
in this love of Christ, as the longest line 
of our most extended thoughts and imagina- 
tions can never be able to reach and mea- 
sure. It was the love of Christ that raised 
him again from the dead for us: ‘* Who was 
delivered for our offences, and was raised 
again for our justification.” Rom. iv. 25. 
It was love that carried him from earth 
to heaven: ‘ Nevertheless, 1 tell you the 
truth, it is expedient for you that I go 
away; for if I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you.” John xvi. 7. 

The love of Christ is constant and ever- 
lasting. Friends may love with ardour for 
a season, but. differences may arise which 
will soon weaken their affection, so that 
they will often become as strangers, yea, 
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enemies to us. The love of the most sin- 
cere is only during life. Death will sepa- 
rate the dearest friends. The love of Jesus 
Christ is, however, most sure. Whom he 
loveth, he loveth to the end, or rather world 
without end. The love of Christ is not 
subject to changes like ours. If we fail 
in our love to him, he will not fail in his 
love to us; and though we often offend 
him, he is not irreconcilable. He may, in- 
deed, upon unkindness in his people, with- 
draw the manifestations of his love for a 
while; but he will never wholly remove 
his love from them. The love of Christ ad- 
mits of no changing, knows of no ending. 
Jesus Christ sometimes looks kindly, and 
speaks kindly, to his people: and this sweet 
language is not spoken to the ear of the 
body, but inwardly by his Spirit to their 
souls, when he hath said unto them, “I am 
thy salvation; I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love, and my love is unchang- 
able. The mountains shall depart, and the 
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hills be removed, but my loving kindness 
shall never depart and be removed from 
thee. I have given myself for thee, and to 
thee ; and I will never repent of this gift. 
I have chosen thee for myself, called and 
joined thee to myself; and I will never re- 
pent of this choice, nor suffer thee to be dis- 
joined from me for ever. Ihave thee upon 
my heart, and wil! keep thee in my hand; 
and no powers of earth or hel] shall be able 
to pluck thee thence. I have given thee my 
grace, and I will show thee my glory. Then 
dry up thy tears, banish thy fears, droop no 
longer, despond no more, but be of good 
cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee ; thy name 
is written in my book, and none can blot it 
out.” 

The love of Christ is like fire, that cannot 
conceal itselflong ; and no fire is so strong, or 
hath such a vehement flame, as the love of 
Christ to his people. While we remain in 
the world, our knowledge of Christ’s love 
must be imperfect as to the extent of it, and 
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eternity will never fully disclose it. The 
lustre and brightness of Christ’s love to his 
people is so great, that should he now let 
forth the beams thereof upon them, it would 
dazzle and amaze them; it would strike 
them blind, yea, it would strike them dead. 
There is need, because of their weakness, 
that Christ should keep a veil on his face, 
when he makes a discovery of himself. It 
hath not now entered into their hearts to 
conceive what beauties and glories and 
admirable perfections, there are hid in their 
Beloved. Not only Christ’s love, but Christ’s 
loveliness, doth surpass their knowledge. 
Now we see Christ, but it is through a 
glass darkly; hereafter, face to face. In- 
deed it is said, ** We all with open face, be- 
holding, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the same image, from 
glory to glory.” 2 Cor. iii. 18. There is 
a comparatively open discovery of Christ 
now in gospel times, above what there was 
under the law. The veil of types and 
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figures, which covered, and in a great mea- 
sure hid Christ from our view, is now re- 
moved. It is the believer’s privilege to 
know that he is interested in that precious 
promise, “ He that loveth me shall be loved 
of my Father, and I will love him, and will 
manifest myself to him.” John xiv. 21. 
There must be this gracious, powerful, and 
spiritual manifestation, before we can disco- 
ver the beauties and glories of Christ, as 
the Saviour, who hath loved us, and given 
himself for us. Our earthly friends convey 
our bodies to the tomb, and deposit them in 
the dust, and their earthly love finishes its 
office ; but ‘“‘ Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or dis- 
tress, or persecution, or famine, or naked- 
ness, or peril, or sword? Nay, in all these 
things weare more than conquerors, through 
Him that loved us; for lam persuaded that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things pre- 
sent, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
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depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom. viii. 
30—39. 

The love of Christ is a subject too lofty 
for a seraph’s harp. The soul, renewed by 
the Spirit, is often incapable of expressing 
the sublime feelings which pass through the 
mind, when thinking on this glorious sub- 
ject. The love of Christ conveys a joy to 
the believer’s heart which is ‘‘ unspeakable 
and fullof glory.” The tongue cannot ex- 
press the delight of heart which arises from 
the manifestation of this love. The joy of 
harvest, the joy of the bridegroom on his 
wedding day, the joy of victory, and taking 
great spoils from the enemy, the joy of a 
poor man in finding great treasures—all 
these are not worthy to be compared with 
the joy and exultation of the believer’sheart, - 
‘on the manifestation of this love to his 
soul. 

True Christians are distinguished, not 
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only from all heathen and infidels, but also 
from all merely nominal Christians, by their 
love to Jesus Christ. It is the property of 
covetous persons, to love worldly wealth; 
of ambitious persons to love worldly honour; 
of voluptuous persons to love sensual plea- 
sures; and of the true Christian to love Je- 
‘sus Christ. None but true Christians love 
Jesus Christ, and all that are such do love 
him. The loveliness of Christ appears not 
to the eye of sense, but to the eye of faith: 
they that do not see him with this eye, 
cannot love him: and they that do thus see 
him, as all true Christians do, cannot but 
love him. Such as do not love Christ, it is 
not because Christ wants beauty, but be- 
cause they are blind. ‘The essence of 
Christianity, consists in believing; reason 
makes us men, but faith makes us true 
Christians. It being therefore the property 
of true Christians to believe, it is their pro- 
perty also to love Christ. “ Faith worketh 
by love.” 


THEY LOVE CHRIST SUPREMELY. 1 bf 


True Christians love sincrERELY.— Grace 
be with all them that love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity,” Ephes. vi. 24. It was 
the great sin of Judah “that she turned 
not to the Lord with her whole heart, 
but feignedly ;” Jer. iii. 10. Soitisa great 
sin to love Christ with a feigned and hypo- 
critical love. Love should be sincere in 
regard of the habit and inward workings of it. 
We must love Him not only in word and 
outward profession, but in deed and in truth. 
Our love must be cordial in the heart. The 
love of Christians to Christ, must be sincere 
in regard of the object of it. We must 
love Christ for himself, and not merely for 
what we get by him. To love Christ only 
for temporal gain, is hypocritical love but 
to love him for his own excellences and 
perfections, is sincere and generous love. 

True Christians love Christ suPREMELY. 
He has the highest seat in their hearts. This 
he requires of them. He isa great King, 
and he looks from the throne, and that all 
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creatures should be placed beneath him, 
and bow at his footstool. Hear his own de- 
claration, “ He that loveth father or mother 
more than me, is not worthy of me: he that 
loveth son or daughter morethan me, is not 
worthy of me.” Matt. x. 37. These are 
the words of our Saviour. Christians may 
love father and mother: the law of God 
requires it. They may love husband and 
wife. The word of God commands the hus- 
band to love his wife, as his own body, and 
as Christ loved the church. They may ‘ove 
sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, kindred 
and friends, yea, enemies, and they ought to 
do it; yet all must be with a subordinate 
love; but they must love Christ with their 
chief love, otherwise they are not worthy 
to stand in the relation of disciples. This 
is the language of the true believer, ‘* Whom 
have lin heaven but thee? and there is 
none upon the earth that I desire besides 
thee.”? Psalm Ixxiii. 25. 

True Christians love arprentiy. ‘And 
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they said one to another, “ Did not our heart 
burn within us, while he talked with us by 
the way, and while he opened to us the 
scriptures?” Luke xxiv. 32. This burning 
love Christ kindled in the heart of his dis- 
ciples; and thisardency of love he requires 
of all Christians. “ Love is strong as death ; 
the coals thereof are coals of fire; which hath 
a vehement flame. Many waters cannot 
quench love, neither can the floods drown 
it.’ Cant. viii. 6, 7. Such a vehement 
ardent, flaming love, Christiansshould have 
to Jesus Christ, which all the waters of 
affliction shall not be able to quench, which 
no floods of temptation or persecution shall 
be able to drown or overwhelm. How strong 
was the love of ancient believers compared 
with ours! How strong was the love of 
the apostles to Christ, when they left all 
and followed him ; especially after the re- 
surrection of Christ and his ascension into 
Heaven, when the Holy Spirit was sent 
down, and sat in the likeness of fiery 
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tongues upon them! Oh what a fire of love 
to Christ was then kindled within them! 
Hence, that bold profession which they made 
of Christ before the chief priests and elders. 
Acts iv. Hence their rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer shame for 
the name of Christ, when they were beaten 
for acknowledging and preaching him. Acts 
v. 40,41. The love of Peter and John to 
Christ was great, and the love of Paul was 
not inferior to theirs. Hence we hear him 
say, “I take pleasure in infirmities, in re- 
proaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ’s sake.” 2 Cor. xii. 10. 
“The love of Christ constrained him.” 2 
Cor. v. 14. 

True Christians love Christ PERMANENT- 
ty. Having begun to love him, they continue 
to love him, even unto the end. The love 
which he has implanted in their hearts to- 
wards himself, is an abiding principle. 
This distinguishes true believers from 
merely nominal Christians and false profess- 
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sors, who, ina time of temptation, fall away. 
“If ye continue in my word, then are ye 
my disciples indeed.” John vill. 31. “To 
whom shall we go, but unto thee?” Thou 
hast the words of eternal life.” John vi. 68. 
At their first conversion, when convinced 
of sin, and awakened out of their carnal se- 
curity, O what need did they see they had 
of Christ! They perceived themselves to 
be lost, and that it was Christ alone that 
could save them; they felt the wounds of 
conscience, and that it was Christ alone who 
could heal them; they feared the wrath of 
a sin-avenging God, and it was Christ alone 
who could deliver them. The remission, 
reconciliation, and salvation, which they 
had by Christ, laid the first foundation of a 
most endeared love to him; and still they 
feel their continual need of Christ, to pro- 
cure daily pardon for them, and to convey 
daily supplies of grace to them. They need 
Christ, when they are dark, to enlighten 
them; when they are dead, to awaken 
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them; when they are straitened, to enlarge 
them; when they are weak, to strengthen 
them; when they are sad, to comfort them; 
when they are tempted, to succour them; 
when they are fallen, to raise them; when 
in perplexity, to direct them; when in de- 
jection, to encourage them; when they 
stagger, to establish them; and when they 
wander, to restore them. Now none but 
Christ can do all this; and therefore true 
Christians love him. 

They love him also, on account of his in- 
trinsic excellence. Many defects may be 
found in the most amiable persons, and 
much insufficiency in the most desirable 
things, but Christ is ‘‘altogether lovely ;” 
unlovely in no respect, there being no spot 
or blemish, no defect or imperfection to be 
found in him. There is an incomparable 
and transcendent amiableness in Christ’s 
person in every respect. 

Consider his holiness and purity. He was 
holy in his birth: though born of a sinful 


THE EXCELLENCE OF CHRIST. 23 


woman, he was born without sin. When 
he lived among impure sinners, he kept 
his garments from all spots and stains. His 
heart and life were free from pollution, and 
never was he guilty of the least transgres- 
sion, either in action or inclination. Oh 
what an excellent person was Christ, when 
here upon the earth! how glorious in holi- 
ness! What bright beams of perfect purity, 
and spotless innocency, did Christ shed in 
those dark places of the earth where he 
lived! How then does Christ shine in his 
holiness, now he is entered into the holy of 
holies, which is above, and there converses 
with none but such as are holy. Christ re- 
proves the world of sin, and this the world 
cannot endure: his holy precepts offend 
the carnal heart. He is, however, the 
most suitable object for the love of saints, 
because of his holiness. If there be such 
lustre in the derived holiness of some, that 
it. makes them shine as lights in a dark 
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world, what a transcendent lustre is there 
in the original holiness of Christ! 

In the person of Christ, the human na- 
ture and the divine nature are united. He 
is altogether lovely in regard to both. Je- 
sus Christ, the Redeemer of sinners, is the 
eternal Son of God, the Creator of the 
world, the upholder of all things. 

Consider his greatness and authority. 
There is none so great as Jesus Christ. He 
is infinitely great in honour and dignity, in 
power and authority. Excellency of ma- 
jesty doth greatly engage the love, and 
command the hearts as well as the obe- 
dience of subjects: and those rulers that 
have the greatest power and authority, are 
the darlings of the people, when they do 
not abuse their influence by unrighteous- 
ness and cruelty, by usurpation and tyran- 
ny. If power be exercised with clemency, 
and authority with kindness, towards those 
that are under command, how highly do 
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rulers advance themselves thereby in the 
love and esteem of their people! ‘ Christ 
is the Prince of the kings of the earth.” 
Rev. i. 5. He is clothed with the highest 
honour, arrayed with the most excellent 
majesty, decked with the largest power, 
and invested with the greatest authority. 
He is the King and Lord of glory. 

He is exalted to higher dignity than the 
greatest potentate that ever lived upon the 
earth; yea, he isadvanced above all thrones 
and dominions, principalities and powers, 
of the glorious angels that are in heaven. 
‘** All power is given unto him in heaven 
and in earth,” Matt. xxvill. 18. He doth 
what he will in heaven: the angels are at his 
beck, and execute his will, go and come at 
hiscommand. He is the Head of the church, 
and head over all things to the church. He 
can restrain his enemies, or conquer them, 
and bring them under his feet, at his plea- 
sure. What kindness and clemency doth 
he show to his own subjects and people! 
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Should not the consideration of the high 
dignity of our Lord excite our love to him, 
and impress upon our minds “the greatness 
of that love, wherewith he hath loved us?” 
When Christ hath such authority, shall he 
not command our hearts, and engage our 
affections ? 

Consider his wisdom and knowledge. 
Daniel was a man of great learning and 
wisdom, skilled in all the learning of the 
Chaldeans. He was endowed with divine 
wisdom, by the teaching of the Holy Spirit. 
The angel told this Daniel, more than once 
or twice, that he was ‘a man greatly be- 
loved.” He was greatly beloved by the 
Lord of heaven, greatly beloved by his 
prince on earth, and greatly beloved by his 
people, and by all, except a few that en- 
vied his prosperity. The wisdom of Christ 
is infinitely beyond the wisdom of Daniel, 
or the wisdom of Solomon, who was wiser 
than Daniel. Christ is the wisdom of the 
Father. They were the children of wisdom, 
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but Christ is the father and fountain of wis- 
dom. They had some jewels of wisdom, 
but the treasures of wisdom are hid and 
laid up in Christ. Col. 11. 38. They had 
learning and knowledge, but their know- 
ledge was ignorance compared with the 
knowledge of Christ. They knew some 
things, but Christ knows all things. They 
knew many secrets of nature, but Christ 
knows the secrets of heaven, the mind of 
God, and nothing is hid from him. 

If any creatures have wisdom, it is but a 
beam, Christ is the sun. If they have good- 
ness, it is but a drop; in Christ is the 
ocean. If they have holiness, it is but a 
spark, or dark shadow; Christ- is the 
_ brightness of his Father’s glory. If they 
have the Spirit, they have it but in some 
measure; the Spirit is given to Christ 
without measure. John iii. 34. Christ is 
lovely in his manhood, so nearly united to his 
Godhead; and how lovely is he in his God- 
head! As God, he is equal in all glorious 
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excellencies with the Father; Christ’s 
Godhead implies excellency of Being. He 
calleth himself “I am.” John viii. 28. 
And excellency of glory. He is therefore 
called the “Lord of glory,” 1 Cor. ii. 8, 
and “ King of glory,” Psalm xxiv.7. Many 
descriptions are given of him in the New 
Testament; only one shall be mentioned. 
‘**Who is the image of the invisible God, 
the first-born of every creature ; for by him 
were all things created that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities or powers: all things were 
created by him, and for him. And he is 
before all things and by him all things con- 
sist. And he is the head of the body, the 
Church: who is the beginning, the first- 
born from the dead; that in all things he 
might have the pre-eminence. For it 
pleased the Father, that in him should all 
fulness dwell.” Col. i. 15—19. 

There is not only plenty in him, but ful- 
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ness; not the fulness of the cistern, but the 
fulness of the fountain; not the fulness 
only of sufficiency for himself, but the ful- 
ness of redundancy for his people: not some 
fulness for some things, but all fulness for 
all things that are good; not fulness for 
some time, and to continue but fora while; 
but all fulness dwells in him, for all his 
people throughout all generations; and 
this, not to depend on the pleasure of men, 
whose minds may alter, but on Jesus Christ, 
“the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.” 
There is a two-fold fulness in Christ for his 
people here, besides his fulness in glory, 
which hasa reference to eternity. 1.'There 
is a fulness of merit, in that full and perfect 
righteousness which he has wrought out 
for them, and which he imputes to them 
for their justification. 2. There isa fulness 
of spirit in Christ; the Spirit being given 
unto him without measure. This he com- 
municates to them for their sanctification 
and consolation. Christians are empty, 
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Christ is full. They are poor, Christ is 
rich. They are indigent, Christ is all suf- 
ficient. He can do for us beyond what we 
are able to ask or think, and is as willing 
as he is able, to supply all our spiritual ne- 
cessities. He is an overflowing fountain of 
good. There are inexhaustible treasures 
of grace and comfort in him, which are set 
open before us; and every day, yea, every 
hour, we may approach his “ throne of grace, 
‘that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need.” Heb. iv. 16. * And 
of his fulness have all we received, and 
grace for grace.” John i. 16. 

We are blessed, if believers, with all 
spiritual blessings in Christ; blessings of 
absolute necessity, and of unspeakable im- 
portance. ; 

1. We have spiritual light from Christ. 
Heisthe Sun from which all the beams of 
this light proceed. There wasatime when 
we were not only in the dark, but darkness: 
“For ye were sometimes darkness, but now 
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are ye light in the Lord: walk as children 
of light.” Eph. v. 8. It is Christ who hath 
called us out of darkness into his marvel- 
lous light; that thereby we might discern 
the odious nature of sin, the excellency of 
gospel privileges, and the exceeding riches 
of God’s grace, his kindness to us through 
Jesus Christ. He hath opened our eyes to 
see the chief evil, that we may be delivered 
from it; and the chief good that we may at- 
tain unto it. And doth not this light which 
we have from Christ, call forour love? If 
the man that was born blind, and was cured of 
his natural darkness by Christ, manifested 
so much love for him, as boldly to plead for 
him before the Pharisees, though he was 
afterwards cast out of the synagogue for it, 
(John ix.) how much more reason have we 
to love Christ, if we have been cured of our 
spiritual darkness; which, had it continued, 
would have led us blindfold to hell, where 
there is blackness of darkness for ever. 
2. We have spiritual life from Christ. 
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“You hath he quickened, who were dead 
in trespasses and sins.” Eph. ii. 1. You 
will greatly love one that is instrumental in 
saving your natural life when in imminent 
danger, especially if he should do it by ven- 
turing his own; shall we not then greatly 
love Christ, who hath given us spiritual and 
eternal life, which is infinitely more excel- 
lent than the life of the body, both in its na- 
ture and initsduration. And this he did, not 
merely by venturing his life, but by actu- 
ally laying it down forus. He died that we 
might live. If we donot receive this spirit- 
ual life from him, we cannot escape eternal 
death: “ Because I live, ye shall live also.” 
John xiv. 19. “I am crucified with Christ 
(says the apostle); nevertheless, I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the 
life which I now live in the flesh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himself for me.” Gal. 11. 20. 

Never, never, let us forget, that the Sa- 
viour who loveth us, is the only begotten 
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Son of God, and perfectly bears his image; 
being the “ brightness of his Father’s glory, 
and the express image of his person.” Heb- 
i.3. In Phil. ii. 6, it is said of Christ, 
‘“‘ who being in the form of God, thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God.” Our 
Lord Jesus Christ is equal with God in all 
his glorious excellencies and perfections. 
Christ is most dearly beloved of the Father, 
‘‘For he received from God the Father ho- 
nour and glory: when there came such a 
voice to him from the excellent glory, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom lam well 
pleased.” 2 Peter i. 17. 

It is impossible for a Christian to have 

any adequate conception of the love of 
’ Christ, unless he dwells much on the glory 
_of his character. When he remembers his 
holiness and purity; his greatness and au- 
thority; his wisdom and knowledge ; his 
fulness and sufficiency, and the glory of his 
Godhead; and contrasts these perfections 
with his own weakness and impurity, folly 
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and rebellion, he is prepared to form some 
idea of the nature and extent of the love of 
Christ. Let the mind, however, be con- 
stantly exercised on the Saviour’s glories. 
Let us remember that as the ocean has more 
waters than all the rivers of the earth; so 
there is in Jesus Christ more glory and ex- 
cellence than in all worlds, in all angels, in 
all delights, or whatever is lovely in heaven 
or earth. All created excellencies derive 
their being from him, depend continually 
upon him, andare unsatisfying without him. 
Col. i. 15—19. Ps. Ixxiil. 25, 26. He is 
more than all temporal good, as the light of 
the sun is more than that of a candle. He 
is more than all spiritual blessings, as the 
fountain is more than the streams. He is 
more than a]l the heavenly riches, as the 
tree is more than the fruit. There are 
those wonderful excellencies in his Divine 
person, that are unspeakably great and glo- 
rious. It is the very heaven of happiness 
to be with him, where he is, to behold. his 
glory. John xvii. 24, 
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3. We have the pardon of sin from Christ. 

He procured this inestimable blessing 
with his own preciousblood. “In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, the for- 
giveness of sins, according to the riches 
of his grace.” Eph. i. 7. And this grace 
is most free. ‘here was nothing in us to 
induce him to show kindness to us, but 
every thing adapted to excite his indigna- 
tion and abhorrence; for we are by nature 
vile, polluted, and abominable. ‘Herein — 
is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propiti- 
ation for our'sins.” 1 John iv. 10. “Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.” ‘‘ Ye are my 
friends, (saysour Lord,) if ye do whatsoever 
I command you.” John xv. 13,14. “ For 
when we were yet without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly. 
For scarcely for a righteous man will one 
die; yet peradventure for a good man some 
would even dare todie. But God commen- 
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deth his love towards us, in that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died forus.” Rom. 
v. 6—8. When we were under the guilt 
of sin, we were bound over by the justice 
of God to suffer the vengeance of eternal 
fire; but being pardoned, our obligation to 
future punishment is taken off, and we are 
no more liable to wrath to come, and the 
vengeance of hell, than if we had never 
sinned. ‘There is therefore, now no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Je- 
sus, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit.” Rom. vii. 1. Shall we not 
love the Lord Jesus Christ, who hath pro- 
cured for us so great a privilege? We read 
of one who had much forgiven her, and she 
loved much. Luke vii. 47. And have not 
we had much forgiven? Have not our sins 
been very numerous and very great? And 
hath Christ obtained the pardon of them 
all? And shall we not love him supremely ? 

4. We have peace of conscience from 
Christ. This is that peace which “ passeth 
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all understanding.” Phil. iv.7. It passeth 
all understanding to know the worth of it. 
Such as have this peace would not be with- 
out it upon any account. They would part 
with estate, or liberty, or life, rather than 
part with their peace. This jewel of peace 
we have from Jesus Christ. He hath pro- 
cured it forus. “Thechastisement of our 
peace was upon him.” Isaiah liii. He hath 
promised and bequeathed this blessing to us 
in his last will and testament. John xiv. 27. 
‘Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you.” In his reconciling us to God, 
he hath laid the foundation for this peace 
inall who are true believers. If he had 
spoken peace to us, in giving us well- 
grounded evidences of our reconciliation to 
God; if, after raising a storm, in convinc- 
ing us of our sins, he hath sent a calm into 
our spirits, and hath given us a sweet se- 
renity, in the testimony of his Spirit to and 
with our spirits, that our peace is made with 
God; how should this draw forth our love 
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to Christ “Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee; because 
he trusteth in thee.” Isaiah xxvi. 3. 

5. We have the joy of the Holy Ghost, 
and the riches of grace, from Christ. We 
read in the epistle to the Thessalonians, 
that they “received the word in much af- 
fliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost.” 1 
Thess. i. 6. These are not carnal, but 
spiritual joys, which are of a higher nature, 
and sweeter relish; that have a higher ob- 
ject, and are the beginnings of eternal joys. 
If we have these in any measure, we have 
them from Christ. He sends the Holy 
Ghost from heaven, to be our comforter, to 
fill our hearts with spiritual joys. ‘I will 
pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever: even the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it 
seeth him not, neither knoweth him; but 
ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you. I will not leave you com- 
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fortless. I will come to you. The Com- 
forter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall 
teach you all things.” John xiv. 16—18, 
26. As believers we have not only the joy 
of the Holy Ghost through Jesus Christ, 
but also the riches of divine grace. He is 
the treasury, in which they are deposited. 
“It hath pleased the Father, that in Him 
should all fulness dwell.” The Lord Jesus 
hath given to us the riches of his grace, 
the least measure of which is of more real 
worth than all the gold, silver, and precious 
stones, that the world ever contained. 
“God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith he loved us, even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us to- 
gether with Christ, (by grace ye are sa- 
ved,) and hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus; that in the ages to come he 
might show the exceeding riches of his 
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grace, in his kindness towards as through 
Christ Jesus.” Eph. ii. 4—7. 

6. We have the privilege of adoption 
from Christ. ‘Behold, what manner of 
love the Father hath bestowed upon us, 
that we should be called the sons of God!” 
1 John iii. 1. This privilege of adoption is 
bestowed upon us, not only by the Father, 
but also by the Son. * But as many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power to be- 
come the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name.” John i. 12. We read 
of some raised from the dust, and lifted up 
from the dunghill, to sit with princes. 
Psalm cxiii. 7, 8. A believer has a far 
higher advancement than this. He has 
been changed from a slave to lust and a 
child of the devil, into a son or daughter of 
the Lord Almighty. This honour have all 
the saints, and they derive it entirely 
through our divine Redeemer. ‘God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made vun- 
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der the law, to redeem them that were un- 
der the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, 
God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son 
into your hearts, crying Abba, Father. 
Wherefore, thou art no more a servant, but 
ason; and if a son, then an heir of God 
through Christ.” Gal. iv. 4-—-7. For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God. For ye have not re- 
ceived the spirit of bondage again to fear; 
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spi- 
rit itself beareth witness with our spirits, 
that we are the children of God: and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Christ.’ Rom. vii. 14—17. It 
will be seen from these scriptures that one 
of our most exalted privileges, as the chil- 
dren of God, is the spirit of holy commu- 
nion. It is through Christ that we have 
access unto God by his Spirit. Eph. u. 18, 
It is the Spirit of Christ that helpeth our 
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infirmities in prayer, that forms our peti- 
tions, that enabies us to pray in faith, with 
life and fervour. 

Through the Saviour we have access to 
the throne of grace. Through Christ we 
have assistance by his Spirit in prayer. 
Through Christ we have audience and gra- 
cious returns. Through him only we have 
acceptance with the Father. 

7. We have a title to the kingdom of 
heaven from Christ. 

It is Christ that gives the first fruits of 
the heavenly Canaan, the earnest of the fu- 
ture treasure and inheritance which he 
hath promised, and the foretaste of those 
holy and animating pleasures which the 
saints shall have in fulness, and to eternity, 
when they are received up into glory. 
‘‘ Beloved, now are we the sons of God; 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we know that when he shall ap- 
pear, we shall be like him, for we shall see 
him as he is.” 1 John iii. 1, 2. 
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The believer will be prepared for this 
great and glorious inheritance. “ For our 
conversation is in heaven, from whence also 
we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ; who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto his glo- 
rious body, according to the working where- 
by he is able to subdue all things unto him- 
self.” Phil. iii, 20, 21. It is Christ that 
hereafter will give unto his people posses- 
sion of the promised Canaan. At the day 
of his glorious appearance, after he hath 
acknowledged them before the world of an- 
gels and men, and honoured them to be his 
assessors in judging and condemning the 
wicked, he will receive’ them with accla- 
mations of joy and triumph into the glo- 
rious palace of the new Jerusalem. There 
death will be swallowed up in victory, 
tribulation will be finished, and “having 
washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb, they will be be- 
fore the throne of God, and serve him day 
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and night in his temple: and he that sitteth 
on the throne shall dwell among them. 
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more: neither shall the sun light on 
them, nor any heat. For the Lamb, which 
is in the midst of the throne, shall feed 
them, and shall lead them unto living foun- 
tains of waters; and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes.” Rev. vii. 14—17. 

This is the final triumph of the believer, 
the full development of the love of Christ. 
The benefits, which have been briefly 
pointed out, will then be fully realized. 
Happy, beyond expression happy, are all 
those who are interested in him, and uni- 
ted to him by faith and love ! 


Consider the excellency of this love to 
Jesus Christ. As the knowledge of Christ 
is the most excellent knowledge, Philip- 
pians ili. 8. ‘Yea, doubtless, I count all 
things but loss, for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord;” so 
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the love of Christ is the most excellent 
love. It is a love of the most excellent ob- 
ject, the Lord Jesus, who is so excellent; 
it is a love of the most excellent origin, 
it comes down from heaven, it is wrought 
by the Spirit of God; it is a love that ren- 
ders them most excellent that have it. The 
wicked that are without this love, are like 
dross; the righteous that have it, are like 
gold: the wicked that hate Christ, are like 
dirt; the righteous that love him, are like 
jewels: other loves darken and defile, the 
love of Christ brightens the spirit, and ren- 
ders men truly illustrious, and the excellent 
of the earth. 

Consider the necessity of this love to Je- 
sus Christ. 

The love of Christ is universally neces- 
sary: some of you have need to do this 
thing, and others of you have need to do 
that; but ali of you have the greatest need 
to love Christ: some of you have need of 
this friend, and to love him, that you may 
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keep him; and others of you have need of 
another friend, one friend cannot serve the 
necessities of all; but all of you have need 
of Christ for your friend; he is the only 
friend that can serve all your necessities, 
and you have need to love him above all 
friends. It is necessary that you who are 
poor, and have but few or no friends, should 
love Christ; and it is necessary that you 
who are rich, and have many friends, should 
love Christ; Christ being a friend instead of 
all to them that have none, and better than 
all to them that have the most. 

The love of Christ is absolutely and in- 
dispensably necessary. It is not necessary 
that you should climb up into a high seat of 
dignity and honour; but it is absolutely ne- 
cessary that your affections should climb up 
and ascend to Jesus Christ who is above: 
it is not necessary that you should abound 
in wealth, that you should have full bags, 
and full coffers, and much riches in your 
houses; but it is absolutely necessary that 
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you should have the riches of this grace of 
love to Jesus Christ in your hearts. Food 
is not so necessary to satisfy your hunger, 
clothes are not so necessary to cover your 
nakedness, houses are not so necessary to 
shelter you from the injury of the weather, 
the most needful thing is not so necessary 
to your bodies, as this love to Jesus Christ 
is necessary to your souls. You may be. 
poor and in the lowest condition here on 
earth, and yet be truly happy whilst you 
live, and eternally happy in the other 
world, if you have this love to Jesus Christ; 
but without this love, whatever your riches, 
and honours, and friends, your earthly de- 
lights and enjoyments be, though ever so 
desirable, ever so plentiful, yet you are 
miserable, and shall be- miserable. You 
may love other persons and things in the 
world subordinately, but you must Jove 
Jesus Christ chiefly, otherwise you are un- 
der the curse both of the law and gospel, 
and you cannot escape the vengeance of hell. 


48 USEFULNESS OF LOVE TO CHRIST. 


Consider the usefulness of this love to 
Jesus Christ. 

The love of Christ is useful in prosperity 
to ballast the heart, that it be not overset 
with the full gales of a flourishing condi- 
tion: it is of use to moderate the affections 
to lawful things; and it is of use to keep 
the heart from unlawful and sinful loves; 
if Christ have not your hearts, some base 
and foolish lusts will have them, which 
will wound your consciences with guilt, 
and pierce your heart through with many 
SOrrows. , 

The love of Christ is useful in adversity, 
to bear up the heart from sinking and be- 
ing overwhelmed with the winds and waves 
of trouble and affliction; it is of use to es- 
tablish the heart from being inordinately- 
moved in the most stormy times: not only 
faith, but love too, is of a fixing nature, to 
keep from distressing fears of evil-tidings, 
and the greatest perils; and of a strength- 
ening nature, to stay and support the spirit, 
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and keep off pressing griefs and despon- 
pencies, in the darkest and most doleful 
days. A dae 3" 

The love of Christ is useful to quicken 
and excite to duty; this makes the yoke of 
Christ easy, and will enable you to draw 
cheerfully therein; this makes the burden 
of duty, (so accounted by most,) to be no 
burden in esteem: if you have much love 
to Christ, you will account duty to be your 
privilege, and the service of Christ to be 
freedom, and none of his commands will be 
grievous, but all of them joyous to you. 
If you have much love to Christ, your 
hearts will be inflamed thereby with zeal 
for your Master’s glory, and you will never 
think you can do too much for him. 

The love of Christ is useful to arm you 
against temptations. If faith be a shield, 
love to Christ is a breast-plate against the 
sharpest darts which the devil can throw 
at you: love to Christ will garrison your 
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hearts against this enemy, and be a strong 
defence against any overtures which the 
devil may make in his temptations to draw 
you tosin. Howcan I do this evil, and of- 
fend my dear Lord! will be the answer of 
hove to repel temptations to sin, with what- 
ever alluring proffers they be accompanied. 
‘Temptations will have no force to prevail 
ever you, if this love of Christ be strong 
within you. 

The love of Christ is useful to fit you 
for the cross, and the greatest sufferings 
which you may be called to for the sake of 
Christ. If you have great love to Christ, 
you wil] be ready to suffer for Christ with 
patience and with cheerfulness: the heaviest 
cross will seem light, disgrace and shame 
will be accounted honour, losses will be es- 
teemed gains, pains pleasures or at least 
privileges, prisons will seem palaces, and 
death will be-accounted life. O, how have 
some run to the stake, and embraced the 


SWEETNESS OF LOVE TO CHRIST. ol 


flames of fire kindled to burn them, when 
they have felt the fire of love to Christ 
burning strongly within them! 

The love of Christ is useful at death, as 
wellas in life. This love will smooth your 
passage to the tomb, and put a beauty upon 
the aspect of death, which appears so grim 
and terrible to nature. If you have much 
love to Christ, you will look upon death as 
Christ’s messenger sent for you to bring 
you out of the dark prison of the world 
and the body, and to convey you into the 
mansions of glory, where your dear Lord is; 
and you will not be unwilling to leave the 
world that you may live with Christ. 

Consider the sweetness of this love to 
Christ. If there be sweetness in the love 
of the members, there is much more sweet- 
ness in the love of the Head; if there be 
delight and comfort in the love of Christ’s 
disciples for their Master’s sake, there is 
much more delight and comfort in the love 
of Christ himself, the Master, for his own 
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sake. The apostle tells us of comfort in 
love, Philip. ii. 1; that is in the love of 
one another; but the consolations in the 
love of Christ are far exceeding; there are 
no such sweet motions of heart, as those 
of the strong and fervent outgoings of 
it in its love to Christ, especially when 
Christ draws near and manifests his love to 
the soul. Christ rejoices in his love to his 
disciples, and they may rejoice in their 
love to him, for this joy in the love of 
Christ is a full joy: John xv. 11. “These 
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 
may remain in you, and that your joy may 
be full.” In the former verse Christ speaks 
of his love to them, and here of his joy in 
them ; they were the objects of his joy, as 
they were the objects of his love, and ac- 
cording to the measure and strength of 
their love to Christ, so is the fulness of 
their joy in Christ, Cant. iv. 9. “Thou 
hast ravished my heart, my sister, my 
spouse, thou hast ravished my heart with 


ATTAINABLENESS OF LOVE TO CHRIST. 53 


- one of thine eyes, with one chain of thy 


neck.” They are the words of Christ the 
beloved to his spouse, the Church, ex- 
pressing the ravishing delight which he 
found in her looks of faith or glances of 
love, and the chain of graces with which 
she was adorned. Hew then may your 
hearts be ravished with unspeakable delight 
in looking upon Chri$t’s most amiable face, 
and in the fervent actings of your love to 
him? When a glance of his eye, a smile, 
a beam from his countenance, enkindles a 
fire in the breast, and this fire of love to 
Christ burns and flames; oh how sweet is 
this flame, beyond what tongue is able to 
express ! 

And, lastly, cr the attainableness 
of this love to Christ. Brutes are not ca- 
pable of this exercise, but you are capable: 
as your minds are capable of knowing him, 
so your hearts are capable of loving him. 
Others have attained this love who were as 
much without it, and as much averse to it 
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as any of you may be. Here you are capa- 
ble; hereafter, if you live and die without 
it, you will be utterly incapable. You have 
now the means of grace, and, as of other 
graces, so of this grace of love to Christ, in 
the diligent use of the means you may at- 
tain thereto. 

Let believers remember the benefits 
which have been set before them, for their 
comfort and consolation; and for excite- 
ment to the grateful discharge of every 
duty commanded in God’s most holy word. 
The love of Christ is influential: it is not 
an inactive principle in the Christian; it 
must produce spiritual effects. If we be- 
lieve that union to this blessed Saviour is 
the only way by which we shall gain ad- 
mittance into heaven, it is of the greatest 
importance that we should seriously an- 
swer our Lord’s important inquiry, ** Lovest 
thou me?” 

To enable you to ascertain whether you 
can say with Peter, ‘ Lord thou knowest 
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all things, thou knowest that I love thee,” 
let us point out some of the evidences of 
love to Christ. 

No man loves Christ by nature. ‘Those 
who truly love the Redeemer, are the sub- 
jects of a great and gracious change. God 
‘hath called them out of darkness into his 
marvellous light;” 1 Pet. ii. 9. and ‘ quick- 
ened them, when dead in trespasses and 
sins.” Eph. ii. 1. Hence they are said to 
have ‘passed from death unto life.” 1 John 
iii. 14. This change is spoken of as a be- 
ing “born again:’” John ili. 3, and made 
new creatures. ‘Therefore if any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature; old things 
are passed away, behold, all things are be- 
come new.” 2 Cor. v. 17. The word of 
God is the instrument which he employs 
for the purpose of affecting this change. 
*‘ Being born again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever.” 1 Pet, 
1, 23. 
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But the great Agent is the Holy Spirit. 
Hence we are said’ to be “ born of the Spi- 
rit.” John iii. 5. Now they that are born 
of the Spirit, live in the Spirit, and walk 
in the Spirit. (See Gal. v. 25. Rom viii. 5 
—10.) A new life is the necessary con se- 
quence of a new birth. Regeneration is 
in order tosanctification. ‘It is the strait 
gate placed at the entrance of the narrow 
way that leadeth unto life.”” Matt. vil. 14. 
“This way is the way of holiness.” Isaiah 
xxxv. 8. 

True Christians are sanctified, being se- 
parated, and set apart from the world, for 
God’s use and service. God hath sealed 
them for himself, and-hereby distinguished 
them from all others; the motto of which 
seal is, ‘* Holiness unto the Lord.’”’ See a 
description of them in this respect, “Ifa 
“man purge himself from these, he shall be 
a vessel unto honour, sanctified and meet 
for the master’s use, and prepared unto 
every good work.” 2 Tim. ii, 21. They 
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are purged from the defilement of sin, by 
which they were polluted and dishonoured. 
They are vessels unto honour, like those of 
silver and gold in a great house, which are 
adorned with pearls and precious stones. 
They are adorned with sanctifying graces, 
which are of more worth than the richest 
jewels; and hereby they become beautiful 
in God’s eyes, and are made meet for his 
use, being prepared unto every good work. 
This the apostle prays for, on behalf of the 
Thessalonians: ‘And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly ; and I pray God your 
whole spirit and soul, and body, be preserv- 
ed blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 1 Thess. v. 23. 

True Christians are sanctified in their 
whole man, though they be not sanctified 
perfectly. They are sanctified in every 
part, though not in the greatest possible de- 
gree. Their whole spirit is sanctified; all 
the faculties of the soul, namely, the under- 
standing, the will, and the affections. Their 
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understandings are enlightened by the Spi- 
rit, unto a spiritual discerning both of good 
and evil, beyond what any natural man doth 
or can attain unto. Their wills are bowed, 
or rather rectified and made straight, being 
inclined unto God and his law. Their af- 
fections are sanctified; their love, desire, 
delight, and hope, are towards God and 
Christ, and things above ; their hatred, fear, 
grief, and anger, are towards sin. Their 
bodies also are sanctified, being made mem- 
bers of Christ, and instruments of righteous- 
ness. Their eyes, ears, tongues, hands, 
feet, and every part, being devoted to God, 
and employed in his service and for his 
glory. 

Thus true Christians are sanctified by 
the Spirit; and they are sanctified unto 
obedience. The graces which are wrought 
by the Spirit in their hearts, appear in the 
obedience of their lives. The course of 
their lives is a course of obedience to the 
laws of Christ. They are sanctified, “ unto 
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obedience, and the sprinkling of the blood 
of Jesus Christ.” God hath sprinkled both 
their persons and services with the blood of 
the immaculate Lamb, which takes away 
sin, that they may be pardoned and saved. 

Such is the imperfection of their best ser- 
vices, through the remaining depravity of 
their hearts, that they never could obtain 
acceptance with God, but for the sprinkling 
of the blood of Jesus Christ. Hence those 
who appear on Mount Zion above, are re- 
presented as having “ washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne 
of God, and serve him day and night in his 
temple.” Rev. vii. 14,15; The sprinkling 
of the blood of Jesus Christ, and the sanc- 
tification of the Spirit, are both necessary to 
evangelical obedience; the latter to capaci- 
tate us for the service of God, the former to 
render that service acceptable in the sight of 
Him, who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity. 
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Here then is a criterion, by which we 
may be enabled to ascertain our real cha- 
racter in the sight of God. Are we cordi- 
ally reconciled to his method of saving sin- 
ners? Do we renounce all dependence upon 
any thing we have done or can do to ob- 
tain the favour of God? Are we willing to 
be wholly indebted to Christ for life and ~ 
salvation; to have no plea before God, but 
that of hisatening sacrifice and perfect obe- 
dience? And are we as earnestly desirous 
to be sanctified by his Spirit, as to be par- 
doned through his blood? If we truly love 
Christ, we shall love all that belong to him 
for his sake, and those most of all, who 
bear most of his image, and are most de- 
voted to his service, by whatever name they 
may be called. ‘Grace be with all them 
that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sin- 
cerity,” (Eph. vi. 24,) will be the language 
of our hearts. 1 John. iii. 14. We shall 
esteem them as the excellent of the earth, 
and manifest our regard for them by a ten- 
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der concern for their welfare; rejoicing 
with them that rejoice, and weeping with 
them that weep. 

If we truly love Christ, we shall love the 
Bible, because it is the word of Christ; and 
those parts of that word, will be most fre- 
quently read, and diligently studied by. us, 
which treat most of his person, character 
and work. 

If we truly love Christ, we shall love the 
Christian Sabbath, because it is the Lord’s 
day, the day on which his people meet with 
one another and with him; and oh! how 
happy are they, when they can say, “Truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ!” 1 John i. 3. 

Mere formalists and nominal Christians 
may flatter themselves, in attending on 
public worship, with the idea of having 
performed their duty to God; but the real 
Christian is not satisfied, unless he receives 
a blessing from the Lord, as the God of his 
salvation, while waiting upon him in the 
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use of those means which he has appointed 
for that purpose. 

Such as know not what it is to enjoy the 
presence of God in his ordinances, will not 
lament his absence. They go to his house 
without expectation, attend without enjoy- 
ment, and return without disappointment. 
Not so the true believer. He has important 
business to transact with God. When he 
comes toa throne of grace, it is that he may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need; mercy to pardon his manifold trans- 
gressions, and grace to subdue his inveterate 
corruptions; to enable him to resist the 
temptations of Satan, to escape the snares of 
the world, and be finally victorious ever all 
his spiritual enemies. 

But it is not in public ordinances only, or 
chiefly, though highly prized by the believer, 
that he seeks communion with his God and 
Saviour. No: it isin the retirement of the 
closet; it is there where no eye sees but the 
eye of the Omniscient, that he pours out his 
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heart before God, and, under the influence of 
his Spirit, as the Spirit of grace and suppli- 
cation, confesses and mourns over his guilt 
and depravity, humbly yet earnestly entreat- 
ing, for the Saviour’s sake, that he may ex- 
perience the riches of pardoning mercy, and 
the efficacy of sanctifying grace. 

He that loves Christ must hate sin. He 
hates sin because Christ hates it, because it 
is directly opposed to his character and will, 
tends to his dishonour, and provesa fatal ob. 
struction to the enjoyment of those blessings, 
which the believer’s heart is set upon. 

He that loves Christ will obey his com- 
mandments. Our Lord himself lays very 
great stressuponthis. See John xiv. 15, 21, 
23, 24. So also does the beloved disciple. 
1 Johnii. 3,4; ii. 22—24;v.1—3. But this 
obedience must be the obedience of the heart. 
If our heart be not with Christ; if we seek 
not after him by earnest prayer; if we feel 
no desire to do his will; if we live in a way 
which is displeasing to him; if we cherish 
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dispositions and habits, which are directly 
opposite to those which he himself cultivated, 
(see 1 John ii, 6.) how can we conceive that 
we love him! Such conduct is rather cha- 
racteristic of his enemies than of his friends, 
While we continue in such a state of mind, 
we have far more reason to call in question 
the reality of our professed attachment to 
him, than to place any confidence in it. 
These are some of the evidences or signs 
oflovetoChrist. The Saviour,is acquainted 
with all those who really love him. He 
knoweth the commanding influence which 
love to him, in the truth and strength of it, 
must have; how it will engage all the affec- 
tions of his disciples for him. He knows 
that if they love him, their desires will be 
chiefly after him, their delight will be chiefly 
in him, and their hopes and expectations from 
him. He knows that love will engage and 
employ for him all the powers and faculties 
of thesoul. Their thoughts will be brought 
into captivity and obedience to him; their 
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understandings will be employed in seeking 
and finding out his truths; their memories 
will be receptacles to retain them; their 
consciences will be ready to accuse and ex- 
cuse, as his faithful deputies; their wills will 
choose and refuse, according to his direction 
and revealed pleasure. All their senses and 
members will be his servants. Their eyes 
will see for him; their ears will hear for 
him; their tongues will speak for him; their 
hands will work for him; their feet will walk 
for him; and all their ites and folants will 
be at iis devotion and service. 


Let one question now be asked, Where is 
such love to be found? Reader, do you, pos- 
sess it? Ifyou are conscious, from the descrip- 
tion given of its effects, that you really do 
not possess it, another question may be asked, 
Do you wish to possess it? and are you 
desirous to know how it may be attained? If 
so, attend to the following directions. 

1. If you would attain this love to Christ, 

5 


66 HoW TO ATTAIN LOVE TO CHRIST. 


you must geta thorough persuasion that there 
is such a person as Jesus Christ, and that he 
is, indeed, such a person as the Scriptures 
have revealed him to be. The reason why 
heathen and infidels are without love to 
Christ is, because they have never heard of 
him; and the reason why many nominal 
Christians that have heard of Christ are with- 
out love to him, is because, they are not real- 
ly persuaded that there is, or ever was, such 
a personas Jesus Christ in the world. Ifyou 
would attain this love, you must give firm 
assent to this truth, (which is the greatest of 
all, and the very pillar and foundation of the 
whole Christian religion,) that Christ really 
i3, and that the history of him is nocunningly 
devised fable. 

If you have reason to believe that there 
was such a personas Alexander the Great, 
or such a person as Julius Cesar, both which 
lived before Christ’s time; you have more 
reason to believe that there was, and is, such 
a person as Jesus Christ: you have only pro- 
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fane history for the former, but you have sa- 
cred history for the latter ; you have only the 
writings of men to testify the one, but you 
have the word of God in the Holy Scripture 
to testify the other. You have more reason 
to believe the history of the Gospel than to 
believe any other history. I shall suggest 
one reason among many that might be men- 
tioned. The history of the Gospel was writ- 
ten by unlearned fishermen, and it was be- 
lieved by as learned menas any in the world, 
in and near the timeof their writing; which 
belief some of them sealed with their blood 

which they would never have done, had they 
found any reason to suspect the truth of this 
history, which (had there been any reason of 
suspicion,) they might easily have found out 
in those times, when such a grand fable as 
this, (had it been a fable,) could not possibly 
have gained credit among wise and inquisi- 
tive men; especially when it would have been 
their greatest worldly interest, the preser- 
vation of their estates and lives, to have dis- 
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believed and disowned it. If, besides the 
apostles, all the learned fathers (whose works 
are extant amongst us, who lived near the 
apostles’ times, and some of whom suffered 
martyrdom for Christ’s sake) did see reason 
to believe that there was such a person as 
Christ, surely you have reason to believe, and 
no solid reason to discredit, the report of him 
in the history of the Gospel. 

When you have attained a firm assent 
unto this, get a full persuasion that Jesus 
Christ is such a personas the Scriptures re- 
cord and testify him to be. Be persuaded 
of his amiableness, his greatness, his holi- 
ness, his wisdom, his faithfulness, his ful- 
ness, his kindness; his relation to the Fath- 
er, and his only begotten and dearly beloved 
Son; and the relation he stands in to his 
people, especially in his offices of Prophet, 
Priest, and King: acquaint yourself with 
the history of his birth so wonderful, of his 
life so holy, of his works so powerful, of his 
doctrine so heavenly, of his sufferings so 
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great, of his death so painful, and yet so 
voluntary: of his resurrection, ascension, 
session, and intercession at the right hand 
of God, so needful for us; as you have this 
history upon record, in the New Testament. 
The assent to this in your minds, will be a 
preparative for the attaining of true love 
to Jesus Christ in your hearts. 

2. If you would attain true love to Jesus 
Christ, you must get conviction of sin, and 
a sense of yourneed of Christ. The pre- 
vailing love and liking of sin, is inconsistent 
with true love to Jesus Christ ; such as love 
Christ hate sin, and such as love sin have 
an enmity against Christ; whilst your 
hearts go after your covetousness, or your 
voluptuousness, or are set upon any other 
wickedness, your hearts cannot be set upon 
Christ. Before you can love Christ, your 
hearts must jbe taken off from sin. Get 
therefore a conviction of sin as the greatest 
evil in the world. Be persuaded what an 
evil thing and bitter it is, to transgress God’s 
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law, and thereby to affront the highest ma- 
jesty, the great King of glory. Look into 
the word and law of God, and see what is 
there required, what is there forbidden; 
and then look back upon your lives, or look 
into the register of your consciences, that 
you may find out what your sins of omission 
and commission have been. Take a view 
of your transgressions of the law, and of 
your disobedience also to the Gospel; and 
as you are guilty before God, so labour for 
a clear sight and deep sense of your guilt; 
how you are under the curse for your diso- 
bedience, how you are liable to ruin and 
eternal destruction for your sins. Look 
upon sin as the most mischievous thing 
in the world; if there be any evil in 
any temporal calamities which ever did be- 
fal any of the children of men, yea, if there 
be any evil in future miseries, in the extre- 
mity and eternity of hell’s plagues and pun- 
ishments, be persuaded that there is far 
more evil in sin, which is the cause of all. 
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Think how miserable you are whilst under 
the guilt and reigning power of sin; that 
the worm is not so vile, that the toad is not 
so full of deadly poison, that the filth of the 
earth is not comparable to the filth of your 
sins. Think how base and disingenuous 
you have been, how monstrously ungrateful 
to your Maker and Benefactor, what trai- 
tors and rebels you have been to your su- 
preme King and Sovereign. Think what 
peril and danger you are continually in of 
death and hell, how weak the thread of life 
is which ties soul and body together, which 
may be suddenly cut when you are least 
aware, when you are most secure; and then 
if you be found in a Christless state, your 
souls will be conveyed immediately to a 
place of remediless and eternal misery. 

Be persuaded that you are undone irre- 
coverably, unless the Lord Jesus Christ help 
you ; that you are lost for ever, unless the 
Lord Jesus Christ save you; that you can- 
not escape the dreadful vengeance of God, 
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but must be tormented most horribly and 
everlastingly, amongst the devils and the 
damned in hell, unless the Lord Jesus Christ 
deliver you from the wrath which is to come. 
The sight and sense of sin, your miserable 
condition thereby, and of your indispensable 
need of Christ, will make way for your love 
of him. 

Ifany of you were in debt many thousand 
pounds to a severe creditor, and had not one 
penny to discharge it, and you were threaten- 
ed by him to be thrown into prison, where 
you must lie and rot, and starve and die, 
without hope of relief or release, except you 
could make payment of the debt: and if you 
should hear of a rich man that was willing 
and did proffer to be your surety, and to pay 
all for you; surely you would have am en- 
deared love to such a friend and benefactor. 
Your sins are debts beyond the greatest sum 
of money that ever was owed or paid, and 
you are not able to pay one farthing, or to 
give the least satisfaction to God, unto whom 
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you are indebted; and God is strictly just; 
and without full satisfaction to his justice, 
he will throw you into a worse prison than 
the most dolesome prison on earth; I mean 
into the prison of hell, where you must lie 
without the least hope of release. 

The Lord Jesus Christ proffers to be your 
surety, to pay offall for you, and to give you 
a full discharge: were you sensible what a 
debt sin is, and what a prison hell is, surely 
it would work your heart to an endeared love 
of such a friend and surety, who alone can 
keep you out of this dreadful prison, into 
which without him you will certainly and 
may suddenly be thrown. 

If any of you were sick of a threatening 
distemper, and you had made use of many 
physicians, but none could do you good ; and 
if youshould hear of one physician who could 
assuredly and would readily and freely cure 
your disease, and save your life; surely you 
would thankfully apply to this physician, and 
his kindness would exceedingly engage your. 
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love. Sin isthe soul’s sickness, you are sick 
unto death; sin whenit is finished will bring 
forth death, not only temporal but eternal. 
It is the Lord Jesus Christ only that can cure 
you of this deadly sickness, that can remove 
your sin, and thereby. deliver you from this 
death ofdeaths. Geta sense of the danger- 
ous sickness of sin, and you will prize, and 
use, and love the Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
the only physician of value in this case. 

If any of you were guilty of theft, or 
murder, or high treason, or any other hein- 
ous breach of the law of the land; for which 
you were apprehended, accused, and con- 
demned to be hanged, or to a mcre torment- 
ing death ; and if you should hear of a prince 
at court, that had begged the pardon of such 
crimes, for such malefactors, and had obtain- 
ed it; and he should send to you to signify 
his willingness to do the like for you; sure- 
ly you would thankfully accept of such a 
proffer, and would love this prince as your 
life, who should thus preserve you from 
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death. You are all guilty of high treason, 
and rebellion against the King of heaven, in 
your breach of his law; and you are con- 
demned by this law, not to be hanged for it, 
or beheaded, but to be burned for it, to be 
burned in the fire of hell, which is unquench- 
able. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Prince 
of glory,a friend in the court of heaven, who 
hath procured a pardon for many such male- 
factors, and sends to you to signify his wil 
- lingness to procure your pardon, if you will 
makeuseofhim. Surely, ifyou have asense 
of your crime and danger, you will apply 
yourselves to Christ to save you, and you 
will not withhold your love from such a one 
as should show you such unparalleled favour. 

3. If you would attain true love to Christ, 
you must get an interest in him; you must 
lay hold on Christ by faith, that you may 
be united to him. It is faith that works 
love: to them that believe Christ is pre- 
cious, but by unbelievers he is slighted, and 
cannot be loved; without union to Christ 
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you will have no affection for him; the 
foundation of love is laid in the relation to 
the beloved, and this union to and interest 
in Christ, is only by faith. If then you 
would embrace Christ in the arms of your 
love, you must first lay hold on Christ, and 
receive him by the hand of faith. What- 
ever motives and attractives of love there 
be in Jesus Christ, there will be none to you 
without thisinterest and relation. Christ is 
a person most beautiful, most lovely and 
amiable; but he will not be so in your eyes, 
so long as you are without the eye of faith; 
he is great and powerful, but so much the 
worse for you, because without interest in 
him, his power is engaged against you; he 
is pure and holy, and whilst in your sins you 
are therefore the more odious in his sight; 
he is wise and knows all things; he is there- 
fore privy to all your sins; he is most true, 
and therefore will fulfil his threatenings 
against such as go on still in their trespass- 
es; he is full, but without interest in his 
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person you have no share in his fulness ; he 
is kind, but it is to those that are related to 
him; but what is this to you that are unbe- 
lievers ? He is a Shepherd to his sheep, but 
you are goats; he is a Captain to his sol- 
diers, but you are enemies; he isa Teacher to 
his disciples, but you are the devil’s scho- 
lars ; he is a gracious Sovereign, but it is to 
his subjects, you are rebels; he is a Priest 
to his people, having made satisfaction, and 
making intercession for them ; but you tram- 
ple his blood under foot; he is a Friend 
and Benefactor to his people, but you are 
strangers; he is a Brother and a Husband 
to his people, but you stand in none of these 
relations ; he isa Redeemer to his people, 
but you are still slaves and captives. 

The light which he gives is most sweet, 
but you are blind; the life which he imparts 
is most excellent, but you are dead in tres- 
passes and sins; he gives pardon of sin, but 
you are under guilt; he gives peace of con- 
science, but your consciences are still 
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wounded and seared; He gives the joys of 
the Holy Ghost, but you are in danger of 
eternal woes; the robes of his righteous- 
ness are most rich, but you are yet naked ; 
the riches of his grace are inestimable, but 
youare still poor; the dignity of being made 
the sons of God is most admirable, but you 
are children of the devil; he gives access 
unto God in prayer, but you are still ata 
distance; he gives a title to the kingdom 
of heaven, but if you continue in your pre- 
sent state, you will be shut at last out of 
the palace which is above, and be thrust 
down into the prison of he]l which is below. 
What then are all these motives to draw 
forth love to Christ unto you, that have no 
interest in him? It is union and relation to 
Christ, and interest in him by faith, which 
puts life into these motives that they may 
indeed attract love. O then be persuaded 
without further delay, to seek after this in- 
terest in Christ; you must have it, or you 
are lost irrecoverably, you will be miserable 
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eternally: and you may attain this interest ; 
others have attained it, as mean, and as vile 
as yourselves; and youare called to Christ. 
O be persuaded then to come and join your- 
selves by faith unto him, that you may have 
an interest in Christ, and all his benefits. 
If you ask me what this faith is that gives 
an interest in Christ, what it is to believe; 
Tanswer out of John i. 12, that it is to re- 
ceive Christ; ‘ But to as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe in 
his name.” Be persuaded then to receive 
Christ, and accept of him upon the terms of 
the Gospel. Receive and take hold of Christ 
by the hand of faith. And that you may do 
this, Ist, you must let go your hold of sin; 
if you hug sin in your bosom, if you harbour 
base lusts in your heart, you cannot receive 
and give entertainment to Christ there: you 
must thrust sin out, if you would let Christ 
in. 2d. You must let go your hold on the 
world; I don’t say you must let it go out of 
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your hands, and throw away the estates 
which God hath given, except it be to part 
with some proportion in a way of mercy and 
charity, and except you be called to leave all 
rather than to forego Christ or any of his 
truths; but you must let the world go out of 
your heart, the world must not sit upon the 
throne of your heart, that seat must be re- 
served for Christ: inordinate love to the 
‘world, and things in the world, must be taken 
off. 3d. You must let go self; your own 
righteousness and all self-confidence must be 
parted with; you must be humbled and emp- 
tied of yourselves, if you would be prepared 
for receiving Jesus Christ, and that fulness 
which there is in-him.. 1.-Receive Jesus 
Christ as your High Priest: to reconcile you 
to God, trusting alone in his merits and me- 
diation. 2. Receive Jesus Christ as your 
Prophet to instruct and lead you into all truth 
by his word and Spirit. 3. Receive Jesus 
Christ as your sovereign Lord and King to 
tule you. 4. Receive Jesus Christ as your 
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Captain, to tread down your spiritual enemies 
under your feet. 5. Receive Jesus Christ 
in all his relations of Shepherd, Friend, 
Brother, and especially in the relation of a 
Husband: join yourselves to him, dedicating, 
and giving up yourselves, to be guided, 
guarded, provided for, and governed by him. 
This is to receive Christ, and this is to be- 
lieve, this gives union to, relationand interest 
in, the Lord Jesus ; and if you thus join your- 
selves to Christ by faith, you will quickly 
feel love to Christ to spring forth, to work 
and act, and that vigorously; and to bring 
forth such fruit in the life, as shall evidently 
show that love to Christ is rooted in the 
heart. 

4, If you would attain true love to Jesus 
Christ, be diligent in the use of all those 
means which God hath appointed for that 
end. I shall instance only two means. 

Ist. Be diligent. in hearing ‘the word 
preached: as faith cometh by hearing, so love 
is wrought by the same means. ‘ Hear, 
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and your souls shall live,” saith the prophet, 
Isa. lv. 3. and I may say, Hear that your 
hearts may love; that where the eye cannot, 
the ear may affect the heart with love to the 
Lord Jesus. Whilst Lydia was hearing 
Paul preach, her heart was opened, Acts xvi. 
14. and whilst you are hearing ministers 
preach of Christ, your hearts may be opened 
to receive him, and to embrace him in the 
arms of your dearest love. See Acts xi. 15. 
“As I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell 
on them, as onusat the beginning.” Whilst 
Peter was preaching and the Gentiles were 
hearing, the Holy Ghost was sent down from 
heaven, and fell upon them; and so whilst 
you are hearing the word, God may send 
forth his Spirit to work this grace of love to 
Jesus Christ in. your hearts. 

2d. Be diligent and earnest in prayer to 
God for this love, confess and bewail before 
him your want of it: tell him you deserve 
a double anathema, because you do not love 
Christ; and tell him you cannot of your- 
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selves love him; that you can as easily lift 
a mountain to heaven, as lift up your hearts 
to Christ; but desire that he would draw up 
your love to Christ by his Spirit. Beg of 
him that he would put out the fire of lust, 
and all inordinate creature-love; and that he 
would kindle a fire of love in you to this most 
lovely Jesus, which no corruption in your 
hearts may be able to extinguish. And in 
your prayers present your hearts to the Lord 
Jesus, offer them up freely to him, and de- 
sire that he would accept of them, that he 
would take hold of them, take possession of 
them, erect his throne in them, and make 
them an everlasting habitation for himself. 
But if, after a close examination of your 
heart, you have scriptural ground to declare 
that you do indeed love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, yet, O how much cause have you to 
lament that your love should be so faint and 
so cold. How little is your love in com- 
parison with the love of eminent martyrs, 
who have despised the flames, and endured 
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such racking and torturing deaths, for the 
love they have borne to Jesus Christ; the fire 
of their love burning stronger within them 
than the fire without them, in which their 
bodies were consumed. Read Hebrews xi. 
32—40. 7 
Suffer now the word of exhortation. Are 
you not dwarfs in comparison with others? 
Are you not babes in Christ, and weaklings 
in your love to him? Is it not evident that 
you have little love to Christ, when he is 
but little in your thoughts and meditations? 
Thoughts are the handmaids of love: where 
the love is strong and ardent, there many 
thoughts will be attending upon it: but will 
not your hearts tell you, that your thoughts 
of Christ are very few? You can think often 
of your food; but how little do your thoughts 
feed upon Christ, who is the bread of life! 
You can often think of your raiment; but how 
little do you think of the robe of Christ’s 
righteousness! You can think often of your 
earthly friends ; but how little do you think of 
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Jesus Christ, your Friend inheaven! Objects 
of sense are often, not only before your eyes, 
but in your mind, and your thonghts; but 
how little is Christ, who is the object of 
faith, entertained there! Moreover, doth it 
not argue little love to Christ, that you speak 
so little of him, and for him, in your con- 
verse one with another? If you had much 
love to Christ, would not this love breathe 
forth more in your discourses? You can readi- 
ly speak of yourselves, and commend your- 
selves, which discovers your great self-love. 
How little do you commend your Lord and 
Master, and extol his excellencies with your 
lips! and doth not this prove that you have 
but little love for him in your hearts? You 
can readily discourse of news, and public oc- 
currences; but when you leave Christ quite 
out of your discourse, it shows you have not 
abundance of love to him, because out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth will speak. 
Such as have much love to the world, will 
speak of their riches; such as have much love 
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to pleasure, will be often speaking on that 
subject; those who love their friends, will 
be often speaking of them, and commending 
them, when they are in company; and when 
you speak little of Christ, it is a sign that 
you love him but little. 

The little zeal you have for Christ’s hon- 
our in the world, argues but little love to 
him. Where is your activity for Christ, to 
promote his interest amongst your relations, 
friends, and acquaintances? Do you la- 
bour all you can to bring others into the 
ways of God, and into an acquaintance with 
Christ? Besides, will not your little secret 
devotion argue your little affection to Christ? 
Will not your closets, or other retiring 
places, witness how little you are in secret 
prayer and converse with Christ there? 
Brief and straitened prayer in secret, ar-~ 
gues a heart straitened in love to Jesus 
Christ. Does not your backwardness to the 
exercise of this love to Christ show the 
weakness of your love? How slow of heart, 
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are you to the love of Christ! How hard 
to be persuaded? You need not be persua- 
ded to love your wives, your children, or 
your friends; and yet, however numerous 
and powerful the attractives of love which 
are to be found in Jesus Christ, you are 
backward to this love. 
Need any thing further be said on this 
subject? Will not your own conscience, 
from these evidences, sufficiently witness 
the truth? And now, Christians, think what 
asin, what a shame, what a folly it is, that 
you should have so little love to Jesus 
Christ! If it be so great asin for such as 
are strangers to Christ, to have no love at 
all to him, that it brings them under the 
most dreadful curse ; surely it cannot be a 
small sin, that. you who are his true disci- 
ples, should have but little love to him! Is 
it not very displeasing to the Father, that 
you should have but little love to his Son? 
Is it not dishonourable to Christ that you 
should have so little love to him? Do 
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you not say in effect, there is no great 
worth or amiableness in him, when you 
have no great love to him? 

Are you not hereby ungrateful to Christ, 
beyond what can be paralleled by any in- 
gratitude to the best earthly friend? Is it 
not your shame, that you should have so 
little love to Christ, when he so much de- 
serves your love? Think what he has done 
for you; think what he has suffered for you; 
think what he has purchased for you; think 
what he has promised to you; think what he 
has laid out for you ; think what he has laid 
up for you; and yet to have but little love 
to Christ? Yet to make such poor returns! 
It is your folly to have but little love to the 
Saviour. You thereby debar yourself of a 
peace which passeth all understanding; of 
such sweetness and comfort, both in the 
strength of your love, and in the sense of his 
love, as is inconceivable. Is not injury and 
mischief the consequence of your little love 
to Christ? 


“ 
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Must you not draw on heavily in the ways 
of God, as Pharaoh when his chariot-wheels 
were taken off? Love to Christ is like 
wheels in your motion for Christ, and like 
oil to the wheels, which makes you ready 
for every good wofk to which he may call 
you; but when you have but litle love to 
Christ, you must needs be more slow in your 
motions, more sluggish in the Redeemer’s 
service. You will be apt to faint in the day 
of adversity, to shrink when you are called 
to take up his cross and suffer for his sake: 
smaller suffermgs will discompose you, 
greater sufferings will affright you; and 
you will stand in need of great faith to carry 
you through sufferings with courage, that 
you may persevere unto the end. 

Would you attain much love to Christ ? 

1. Be much in contemplation of Christ; 
consider often what motives thereare of love 
in him, press them upon your spirits, and 
labour to awaken and rouse up your hearts 
to the vigorous exercise of this love. Spend 
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time in secret retirement, and there think, 
and think again, of the superlative excel- 
lenciesand perfections which are in Christ’s 
person, how wonderful and matchless his 
love is, what heights in it that cannot be 
reached, what depths in it that cannot be 
fathomed, what other dimensions which can- 
not be comprehended! Meditate often on his 
benefits, how incomparable his love-tokens 
are! and’ whilst you are musing, you may 
feel the fire burning; whilst you are looking, 
you may feel your hearts leaping; whilst 
you are taking a view of him, ere you are 
aware, your hearts, like the chariots of 
“ Amminadib,” may run to him. Oh the 
ravishments of Jove! the transports of soul ! 
which some believers have found in their re- 
tired thoughts and views of Christ. Get 
often into the mount of divine contempla- 
tion, and there look upwards unto heaven, 
and think with yourselves. 

“Yonder, above the shining sun is the 
more glorious Sun of righteousness; there, 
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at the right hand of the throne of God, is my 
beloved Jesus, the Son of God, seated ; and 
though he be so high above me both in place 
and dignity, yet he thinketh upon me, and 
pleadeth for me; many a gift hath he thence 
by his Spirit conveyed to me, and I can ask 
nothing of the Father in his name, but, if it 
be really for my good, I have it by his means. 

O dear Jesus! how lovely art thou in thy- 
self! the darling of heaven! the delight of 
the Father! the admiration of angels! Oh 
what brightness of glory, what shining 
lustre, art thou arrayed with! thou art cloth- 
ed with most excellent majesty and honour! 
thou art girded with infinite might and 
power! the beauty of thy face is most won- 
derful! the smiles of thy countenance are 
most sweet and delightful! and doth this 
lovely fair one, this fairest of ten thousand, 
this most excellent and altogether lovely 
person, bear a particular love tome? to such 
a vile worm as I? to such a dead dog as I? 
to such an undeserving, ill-deserving, hell- 
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deserving sinner as I? Oh what marvellous 
kindness is this! what infinite riches of free 
grace! doth he know me by name ? hath he 
given himself for me, and to me? and shall 
not I give him my heart? am I written in 
his book, redeemed with his blood, clothed 
with his righteousness, beautified with his 
image? hath he put the dignity of a child of 
God upon me, and prepared a place in his 
Father’s house for me? Oh wonderful! Oh 
admirable! what shall [ render? what re- 
turns shall I make ? had Ia thousand tongues, 
should I not employ them all in speaking 
his praise? had Ja thousand hearts, should 
I not present them all as too mean a thank- 
offering unto him? And yet am I slow, slow 
of heart to love this dear and sweet Jesus? 
Awake, O my soul! awake from thy dull- 
ness and stupidity! shake off thy sleep, 
which glues thine eyelids so close together; 
shake out the dust of the earth, which hath 
got into thine eyes, and keeps thee from the 
view of thy Beloved. Arise, O my soul! 
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and lift up thyself, unfetter thy feet, unclog 
thyself, take the wing, and mount up above 
the sky and visible heavens, even to the 
place where the lovely and dear Jesus is. 
Take thy leave of the world, and all things 
therein. Bid farewell to the flattering ho- 
nours, the deceitful riches, the glozing plea- 
sures, that are here below: bid adieu to 
them, and leave them to those that place 
their chief happiness in them: if earth hath 
thy body for a while, yet let it have thy 
heart and chief affections no more; come, 
O my soul, ascend and soar aloft unto the 
heaven of heavens; the way unto the holy 
of holies is accessible, the vail is rent, the 
Forerunner is entered, and thou mayest 
have entrance too with thy thoughts, and 
desires, and loves, and hopes, and joys: 
there thou mayst see and view, admire and 
embrace thy dearest Lord; there thy heart 
may find a fit object for its love, even thy 
dearest Lord Jesus; who will not reject 
and despise thee, but give kind entertain- 
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ment to thy love, and withal give the fullest 
and sweetest returns: there thy heart may 
find a room to dispose of itself, and not only ~ 
a lodging like that of a wayfaring man for 
a night, but a habitation wherein to dwell, 
and to take up its eternal abode; let thy 
heart be thy forerunner, that when thy body 
drops from thee thou mayst know where 
to betake thyself, and find ready entertain- 
ment there, where thy heart hath been long 
before. 

‘Why dost thou hang downwards, O my 
soul? why dost thou bend so much to the 
earth and earthly things? what is there here 
below that is not beneath thee, and altoge- 
ther unworthy of thy love? how empty, and 
vain, and thorny are these things? don’t 
waste thy time, and weary thyself for very 
vanity; don’t prick and wound thyself with 
these things any more. What aileth thee, 
O my soul, that thou art so backward to the 
love of Christ? Is it because thou canst 
not see Christ with the eyes of thy body? 
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thou shalt see him with those eyes hereafter, 
when he comes in his glory, and thy body 
is raised and repaired, and fitted to bear 
such a sight; thou canst not see the wind, 
but thou hearest its noise, and feelest its 
blasts ; and dost thou not hear Christ’s voice 
in his word? dost thou not feel the breath- 
ings of his Spirit in his ordinances? Thou 
art invisible thyself, O my soul, and art 
thou so drenched in flesh, that visible ob- 
jects shall have more power to draw down 
thy heart, than this most glorious object 
(though now invisible) shall have power to 
draw up thy heart? Dost thou question 
and doubt of his love to thee? and doth this 
damp and discourage thy affection? Whose 
image is this which is engraven upon thee? 
Is it not the image of Christ? What writ- 
ing is that upon thy heart? Is it not God’s 
laws written by Christ’s Spirit? Whose 
deckings and adornings hast thou got about 
thee? What beauty is this which is put 
upon thee? Is it not Christ’s comeliness? 
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Where hadst thou those bracelets, that ring, 
those jewels, that chain of graces? Are 
they not Christ’s love-tokens which he hath 
given thee? And yet wilt thou doubt of 
his love? If thou feelest corruption strong, 
yet dost thou not perceive some grace, al- 
though it be weak? Hast thou not some 
love to Christ, although it be low? Are 
not thy desires chiefly after him, which evi- 
dence that thy chief love is to him? And 
is it so with any but such as Christ doth 
love? doth not Christ love first; and yet 
wilt thou question his love? banish then 
_ thy fears, silence thy doubts, O my soul, 
rouse up thyself and climb up by the ladder 
which is let down to thee from heaven, and 
settle thy love upon Jesus Christ, and those 
things which are above, where Christ. sits 
at the right hand of God.” 

Such retired contemplations of Christ, 
and soliloquiés and pleadings with your own 
souls when alone by yourselves, will tend 
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exceedingly to the promotion of your love 
to Christ. ) 

2,. Would you have much love to Christ ? 
Be much in reading and studying the scrip- 
tures. The scriptures are a glass in which 
Christ may be seen; hecannot be seen faceto — 
face in this world; this is the happiness of the 
triumphant church in heaven, not of the mili- 
tant church on the earth; what may here be 
discerned of Christ, is in the glass of scrip- 
tures and gospel-ordinances: this is that 
glass spoken of, 2 Cor. iii. 18. “ We all with 
open face beholding as in a glass the glory 
of the Lord,are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory.” Christ is the 
glory of the Lord, the brightness of his Pa- 
ther’s glory. Would you have much dove. — 
to him, be often looking, viewing, and be-. 
holding of him in the glass of the scriptures 
by much beholding of him, you’ may be 
transformed more and more into the like- 
ness of his holiness, and of his love; ‘which 
is glory begun. The scriptures have the 
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image of Christ engraven upon them; the 
image of the Father is upon the Son, and 
the image of the Son is upon the scriptures: 
there you may see the picture of Christ, 
the beauty of Christ; at least some linea- 
ments are there drawn by the hand of God, 
although not fully and to the life; such as 
you will see in him, when you come to be- 
hold him face to face in heaven; yet his 
beauty is drawn in such proportions, and 
with such shadows, as you are now capable 
.ef beholding. 

Would you have much love to Christ 
whom you have never seen? look much 
upon his picture and image in the scriptures. 
The scriptures are Christ’s love-letters. In 
the second. and third chapters of Revelation, 
Christ ssends seven epistles to the seven 
‘Asian Churches: there are many epistles 
and love-letters as it were in the scriptures, 
especially in the New Testament, wherein 
Christ .zives most kind expressions of en- 


deared dove to his people. Read much and 
ee 7 
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study Christ’s. love-letters, especially those 
parts of the scriptures wherein Christ doth 
express most of his kindness and love. See 
how kindly Christ expresses himself in his 
last discourse with his disciples, John xiv— 
Xvi. together with the prayer which he of- 
fered up for them, chap. xvii. Read often, 
and consider such places. Let the word of 
Christ dwell richly in you, and it will feed! 
and maintain your love to Christ: this is the’ 
way to have Christ dwell in your hearts, 
not only by faith, but also by most endeared 
love. 

3. Would you have much love to Christ? 
Be much in prayer to God for this love, 
Eph. vi. 23. “ Peace be to the brethren, and 
love with faith from God the Father.” Not 
only peace is from God, who is called the 
God of peace, and faith from God, who works 
it by his almighty power; but also love is 
from God, who is the God of love; he cir- 
cumcises the heart to love himself, and to 
love his Son, This love of Christ isa grace 
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of the Spirit, which God freely gives and 
powerfully works. The beginnings of it, 
the increase of it, and all the measures and 
degrees of it, are from him. If you would 
attain high measures of love to Christ, you 
must apply yourselves to God in prayer, and 
therein diligently seek to him for it. Ifyou 
would have much love to Christ in your 
hearts, you must be often at the throne of 
grace upon your knees; and there humbly 
acknowledge, if not the want, yet the weak- 
ness, of your love to Christ; bewail your 
sins which damp your affections, and earn- 
estly request that he would work your hearts 
to a strong love; be importunate in prayer 
for this; follow God day by day with the 
same requests; plead with him for it, fill 
your mouth with arguments, and your argu- 
ments with faith and fervent desires. Tell 
him, whatever loveliness and love there be 
in Christ, whatever attractives to draw forth 
your love, yet of yourselves you are utterly 
unabie to put forth the least motion of true 
. a] 
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affection to Christ: Tell him, that this love 
to Christ, though it be your duty, yet it is 
his gift; that you ought to act it, but this 
you cannot do, unless he works it. Tell 
him how easily he can kindle this fire of love 
to Christ in your bosoms, and blow it up into 
aflame. Tell him, he has bid you to ask 
and you shall have, and whatever you ask 
according to his will he heareth, and that it 
is his will you should love Christ not only 
truly but also strongly. Tell him, you de- 
sire much love to Christ, and that these de- 
sires do come from himself, and therefore 
earnestly entreat the fulfilling of them. Tell 
him, if you do not love Christ much, you will 
be apt to overlove the creature, which will 
be displeasing to him; therefore request that 
you may have such a love to Christ as may 
overpower all other love, and keep your 
heart from all inordinacy of affection to any 
thing beneath and besides the Lord Jesus 
Christ. - 

Plead how much it will be for his glory, 
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that you should have much love to Christ, 
that thereby you will be enabled to honour 
him the more in the world. Plead how much 
it will be for your good; tell him, if you asked 
corn, and wine, and oil, if you asked wealth 
and honour, and: creature-delights in abun- 
dance, they might be a snare to you, and for 
your hurt; but a strong love to Christ is 
needful and useful, and will assuredly be for 
your good; urge his promise of “ circum- 
cising the heart to love him,” and plead his 
faithfulness; and if you be thus importunate 
in prayer for much love to Christ, and will 
not be denied, you shall not be denied. 

4. Would you have much love to Christ, 
get much faith. Faith worketh love both 
to the Father and to the Son.» According 
to the measure of your faith, so will the 
measure of your love be: such as are with- 
out any faith, are without any love; suchas 
have but a feeble faith, have but a weak love; 
and such as have the strongest faith, have the 
strongest love. The strongest faith gives 
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the clearest discovery of Christ’s infinite 
excellencies and perfections; it is not the 
eye of sense which discerns Christ, neither 
is it the eye of reason: whatever discove- 
ries we have of Christ, it is by revelation, 
and this is discernible only by faith. Faith 
is the evidence of things not seen, and the 
unseen Christ is evident by faith to be the 
most excellent person, and the most suitable 
object of love; and the more evident the 
object of love is, the stronger will the love 
be. Moreover, faith is not only the eye of 
the soul to discern Christ, but also the hand 
of the soul, not only to take hold on him, 
but also to receive from him of his fulness 
grace for grace, and by consequence more 
of this grace of love to him. Our commu- 
nion with Christ is by faith: the more inti- 
mate acquaintance and fellowship we have 
with those whom we love, the more en- 
deared will be our love; the strongest faith 
brings us to the greatest intimacy, fellow- 
ship, and familiarity with Christ, and there- 
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fore it is productive of the strongest love. 
Endeavour then to get a strong faith, and to 
live daily in the powerful exercise thereof; 
the more you live by faith, the more you 
will dwell in the love of Christ. 

5. Would you have much love to Christ? 
labour for much of the Spirit. Labour for 
much of the light of the Spirit. There 
must be not only the glass of the scriptures, 


and the eye of faith, but also the light of the 


‘Spirit, that you may have a clear discern- 
ing of this lovely Lord Jesus. Labour for 
much of the operation of the Spirit: the 
Spirit is like wind, to blow up the sparks of 
love in your hearts into a flame. Labour 
for the inhabitation of the Spirit, and that 
the promise might be made good to you 
which Christ giveth to his disciples, John 
xiv. 16,17. “ And I will pray the Father, 
and he shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever; even 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it seeth him not, neither 
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knoweth him; but ye know him, for he 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” 

6. Would you have much love to Christ? 
labour for clear evidences of his love to you; 
the apprehensions of Christ’s loveliness may 
excite some love, but the full well-grounded 
persuasion of Christ’s love to you, will above 
all heighten your love to him. Doubts of 
Christ’s love cause fears; fears contract the 
heart, and therefore are opposite to love, 
which is the expansion and enlargement of 
the heart: perfect love casteth out fear; 
the more love, the less fear, and the more 
doubts and fears the less love. Such as 
doubt much of Christ’s love to them, may 
love Christ truly, but they cannot love 
Christ strongly. You will love a less lovely 
person that loves you, more than a more 
lovely person that hates you; the love of 
the person beloved is a most amiable quali- 
fication, and strong attractive, yea, one of 
the greatest incentives and inducements to 
love. Get then a persuasion of the infinite 
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love to you of this infinitely lovely person, 
that you may be able to say with Paul, Gal. 
i. 20. “ Who loved me, and gave himself for 
me.” Look diligently into the word of God, 
and find out the characters there of those 
that are beloved by Christ; and then look 
narrowly into yourselves, and see whether 
your face will not answer that face in the 
looking-glass of the scriptures; see whether 
you cannot find the lineaments of the new 
man within you, whether you have not ex- 
perienced a gracious change. Is there not 
light where there was darkness? Is there 
not life where there was death? Is there 
not love where there was hatred? Is there 
not the law of God written, where the law 
of sin did command all? Is not the bias of 
your will and heart God-ward, and Christ- 
ward, and heaven-ward? which heretofore 
was only sin-ward, and earth-ward, and hell- 
ward? Pray earnestly to God, that he 
would give you a full assurance, that if you 
are indeed effectually called, if you are in- 
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deed united to Jesus Christ, you may know 
it, and no longer doubt thereof. 

In a word, seek diligently after the ma- 
nifestations of Christ’s love in all the ways 
of his ordinances; rest not in the outside 
of the ordinances, but seek after Christ in 
them; follow him from sabbath to sabbath, 
from ordinance to ordinance, and always be 
looking for him, and. looking towards him, 
till he turn about and look upon you, and 
give youa gracious smile; seek and wait 
for that manifestation of himself which he 
hath promised to them that love him, John, 
xiv. 21. Wait for his mission of the Holy 
Ghost from heaven, 1 Pet. i. 12, to shed 
abroad the sense of his love in your hearts, 
Rom. v. 5; and if you did know assuredly, 
and had a sense hereof given unto you by 
the Spirit of Christ, O the joy which you 
would then have in him! O the love which 
you would then have to him! As your joy 
would be unspeakable, so your love would 
be unspeakable too; such a warmth of heart 
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and burning of love to Christ you would 
feel within you, as is beyond the rhetoric of 
the tongue to set forth. 

7. Would you have much love to Christ? 
get much hatred of sin, and accordingly 
watch and pray, and strive and fight against 
sin, as the worst of evils, as that which doth 
- so much displease your Lord. Bewail sins 
of daily incursion, and labour that your sins 
of infirmity may be less and less every day. 
Take heed of sins of sndden surprise, but 
chiefly of designed sins; and, that you com- 
ply not with any temptation to grosser mis- 
carriages, (which like water cast upon the 
fire of your love to Christ, will put out the 
flame, and leave only a few unperceivable 
sparks in the corner of your heart,) suffer 
not sin to have any room in your heart; or if 
it will abide, and you cannot thrust it quite 
out, let it not have a quiet habitation within 
you: disturb sin as much as you can, wage 
war every day with your remaining lusts; 
let no day pass over your head without giv- 
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ing some blows, some thrusts and wounds, 
to sin. Straiten the room of sin in your 
heart as much as may be; the more room 
sin has in your heart, the less room Christ 
will have there. Particularly take heed of 
inordinate love to the world, and the things 
in the world, the prevalency of which love 
will damp your love to Christ; by how much * 
more the world gets of your love, by so 
much the less Christ will have of it. A sub- 
ordinate love you may have to persons and 
things in the world, but let no person or 
thing have your chief love but only Christ; 
love nothing for itself with a devoted 
love, but love all inferior things with infe- 
rior love; love all under the Lord, and in the 
Lord, and.for the Lord’s sake; get all inor- 
dinate affection to the woild crucified by 
the cross of Christ... You must have dying 
affections to’ petishiiig things, if you would 
have a living . and:active love to » the ever 
living Jesus. Pale 

8. Would you have much love to Christ? 
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associate yourselves most with those that 
have most love to Christ; you may fetch 
light from their light, and warmth from their 
fire: dead coals are kindled by the living, 
and your dead hearts may be kindled with 
love to Christ by the warm discourse of those 
that have warm hearts. Be ready to speak 
of Christ and for Christ in any company, as 
you have fit opportunity, and diligently 
watch for an occasion; shut your ears 
against, and reprove profane and filthy 
communication; divert that which is vain 
and frothy, and be ready to begin and pro- 
mote that which is serious and savoury; that 
which is gracious, and may tend to your 
own. and others’ edification. Study the art, 
and practise it, of provoking all whom you 
converse with, not to strife and contention, 
but to this love and affection to the Lord 
Jesus Christ; and whilst you are endeav- 
ouring to warm others with this love, you 
may be warmed yourselves. 

9. And lastly, Would you-have much love 
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to Christ? be much in the exercise of this 
love; hereby it is increased and heightened ; 
and if you act this love frequently, it will 
acquire strength and activity; every day, 
therefore, endeavour to put forth some vig- 
orous acts of love to Jesus Christ. In your 
ordinary callings, and secular business and 
employment, you may send up some looks’ 
of love to Jesus Christ in your ejaculations. 
But especially in the duties of God’s imme- 
diate worship, labour that your love may flow 
out to Christ most vigourously. In your 
daily secret devotion and family worship, 
let love to Christ draw forth tears from your 
eyes, at least cause grief and sorrow in your 
hearts, in the acknowledgment of your sins, 
whereby he has been dishonoured and dis- 
pleased. Let love to Christ draw forth ear- 
nest desires after Him, and those communi- 
cations, manifestations, and consolations 
which he gives to none but such as are his; 
let love to Christ put requests into your 
mouth, arguments into your requests, and 
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fervour into your arguments, in your plead- 
ings with him for further supplies of grace, 
that you may be brought into more intima- 
cy of acquaintance with him. 

Every day you should express your love 
to Christ, especially on the Lord’s day, when 
almost the whole day is to be spent in pub- 
lic and private exercises of devotion, in 
which your love to Christ should be in ex- 
ercise: ,in your attendances upon him in 
ordinances, you must bring not only your 
bodies before him, but present your hearts 
to him. This you should be careful to do 
in public prayer, and hearing of the word 
preached, and singing psalms: often should 
you endeavour in every ordinance to lift up 
your heart unto the Lord; but above all, 
when you approach the Lord’s table; all 
your graces should then and there be in ex- 
ercise, especally this grace of love to Jesus 
Christ. Your eye there should affect your 
heart, when you see the representations of 
your crucified Lord, and think what manner 
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of love he bare to you, that he should sub- 
mit himself to such a death for you. How 
should this affect your hearts! And if ever, 
then your love to Christ should show itself, 
and act with the greatest vigour and 
strength. 

Finally. Pray that your faith may be 
strengthened, your love increased, and 
“that the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
would grant you, according to the riches of 
his glory to be strengthened with might by 
his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may be 
able to comprehend with all saints, what is 
the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height; and to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge, that ye might be 
filled with all the fulness of God.” Eph. iii, 
14—19. 

CONCLUSION. 
What think ye of Christ? 
Consider the question as addressed to 
8 
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those who profess attachment to his name. 
You have been directed to his glorious 
characters, and have you not been filled with 
wonder, that such a God, such a Saviour, 
should love you? ‘That he should suffer for 
you 2 Remember that by his sufferings you 
obtain pardon. Dwell much on the latter 
subject, and bear in mind the following de- 
scriptions of his sufferings for you. ‘ He 
was despised and rejected of men, a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we 
hid as it were our faces from him; he was 
despised, and we esteemed him not. Sure- 
ly he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was 
’ wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way; and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was 
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oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he open- 
ed not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth. It pleased the Lord to bruise 
him; he hath put him to grief: thou shalt 
make his soul an offering for sin.” Isa. 
lili. Read again, ‘ What are these wounds 
in thine hands? Then he shall answer, 
Those with which I was wounded in the 
house of my friends. Awake, O sword, 
against my Shepherd, and against the man 
that is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts; 
smite the shepherd.” Zech. xiii. 6,7 Lis- 
ten to his own statement, “ The foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but 
the Son of man hath not where to lay his 
head.” 

Look at him in the garden. Hear him 
say, “Father, if thou be willing, remove 
this cup from me; nevertheless, not my will, 
but thine be done. And there appeared 
an angel unto him, strengthening him, and, 
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being in agony, he prayed more earnestly: 
and his sweat was as it were great drops of 
blood, falling down to the ground.” Luke 
xxil. 42—44. Look at the Saviour in the 
judgment hall. ‘Then Pilate, therefore, 
took Jesus, and scourged him. And the 
soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put 
it on his head; and they put on him a pur 
ple robe, and said, Hail, King of the Jews. 
And they smote him with their hands.” 
John xix. 1—3. “ And they spit upon him, 
and took the reed, and smote him on the 
head. Andafter that they had mocked him, ~ 
they took the robe off from him, and put his 
own raiment on him, and led him away to 
crucify him.” Matt. xxvii. 30,31. Oh! lis- 
ten to him when on the cross, *“* And about 
the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
saying: “ Eli, Eli, lama, sabachthani? that 
is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me ?”” Matt. xxvii. 46. Here you 
behold, in the sufferings of the Saviour, the 
strongest evidence of the sincerity and ar- 
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dency of his love: “ For scarcely for a right- 
eous man will one die; yet peradventure 
for a good man some would even dare to die. 
But God commendeth his love towards us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died forus.” Rom. v. 7, 8. 

Hath he.done and suffered so much for 
your salvation and happiness? let him then 
be the complete object of your desire and 
hope, your love and joy; let him be in your 
thoughts, the first in the morning, and the 
last at night: view his glorious goodness 
and condescending mercy, until your souls 
are filled with wonder, and inflamed with 
love. Why should you suffer your affec- 
tions to run after this present world and the 
things of it? Did the world die for you? 
or can it reconcile you to God, or advance 
you to the kingdom of heaven? or has it 
any excellence or happiness in it, compar- 
able to your dearest Lord and Saviour? O 
love him, then, above your nearest relations, 
above all the gains and pleasures of the 
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world, yea, above your very lives. Luke 
xiv. 26. Matt. x. 37. That person does 
not love the Lord Jesus Christ sincerely, 
who loves any thing more than Christ, or 
equal to him. 

Who can conceive the glories of his di- 
vine person, the greatness of his sufferings, 
the preciousness of his benefits? O let an 
infinitely lovely, and ever-loving Jesus, be 
perpetually near to your very heart, and 
kindle such flames of love in your soul, as 
may for ever be breaking forth in your lips, 
and in your life, in all holy zeal, and ‘affec- 
tionate duty and worship, to the praise and 
glory of his majesty and grace; “that the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glo- 
rified in you, and ye in him, according to 
the grace of our God, and of Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” 2 Thes. i. 12. 

But be concerned to show forth his praise, 
not only with your lips, giving thanks to 
his name, but in your life, by obedience to 
his will. “If ye love me, keep my com- 
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mandments. Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatever I command you.” John xiv. 15. xv. 
14. 

Be faithful in the performance of all 
known duties which Christ commands, and 
be careful in the forbearance of all known 
sins which Christ forbids; let your great 
care be to please Christ, whoever is dis- 
pleased ; and your great fear be of offending 
Christ, whoever be offended with your strict- 
ness. Show your love. 

1. In the sincerity of your obedience. 

2. In the willingness of your obedience. 

3. In the universality of your obedience. 

4. In the constancy of your obedience. 


1. Show your love to Christ, in the sin- 
cerity of your obedience Hypocrites will 
do some things which Christ commands, 
but it is from carnal motives and with car- 
nal designs; but let love to Christ be the 
motive, ‘and the honour of Christ the end 


of your obedience; obey Christ because 


Awe 
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you love him, and with a design to please 
him; what you do, do heartily unto the 
Lord, and above all things desire and en- 
deavour that what you do may find accept- 
ance with him. 2 Cor. v. 9. “ Wherefore 
we labour, that, whether present or absent, 
we may be accepted of him.” 

2. Show your love to Christ in the wil- 
lingness of your obedience: some will obey 
Christ, but it is with great backwardness; 
they will perform duties, but they are bur- 
densome, a weariness, and toilsome, and 
the commandments of Christ are grievous 
unto them; they are scarcely ready to any 
duty, but when they are scourged to it by 
the rods of affliction, or spurred and pricked 
forward by the goads of conscience. Oh 
the listlessness and indisposition in many, 
to the most spiritual part of the service of 
Christ! which is an evident proof of the de- 
fect of love, either in the truth of it, or at 
least in the measure and degree of it. Let 
your love show itself in the willingness of 
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your obedience; serve the Lord with a wil- 
ling and ready mind, with alacrity and cheer- 
fulness of spirit, looking upon the service 
of Christ as your honour, and esteeming 
every duty to be your privilege: if you 
have any constraints to obedience, let them 
be the constraints of love; as 2 Cor. v. 14. 
If you be forced to obey Christ, let there be 
no violence but the violence of love; if you 
be dragged to duty, let it be with no other 
cords than the cords of love; let love be 
the spur and goad to prick you forward, that 
you may not only walk but run in the ways of 
Christ’s commandments with an enlarged 
heart. 

3. Show your love to Christ in the uni- 
versality of your obedience. Hypocrites 
will perform some duties which are for their 
turn, and will serve their carnal designs; 
other duties they omit, and totally neglect: 
let your love to Christ discover itself in 
your respect to all his commandments; 
though you cannot here attain perfection of 
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obedience, yet let your obedience be uni- 
versal: obey Christ not only in open duties, 
which men are witnesses of, but also in se- 
cret duties, and spiritual duties, which de- 
pend upon the exercise of the mind, such 
as meditation, contemplation, self-search, 
and ejaculation, as also in the spiritual part 
of all duties, which no eye can be witness 
to, but the eye of God; and hereby you may 
be distinguished from all hypocrites in the 
world. 

4, Show your love to Christ in the con- 
stancy of your obedience, Gal. v. 7. “ Ye~ 
did run well, who did hinder you, that ye 
should not obey the truth?’ Some hypo- 
crites are zealous professors for a while, 
and at first setting out seem to outstrip many 
that are sincere; but they soon tire, and are 
weary not only zm well-doing, but of it: 
they quickly stumble and fall, and not only 
fall down, but fall off; not only fall back, 
but fall away, and turn fearful apostates. 
Show your love to Christ, not only in set- 
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ting out well, but in continuing your Chris- 
tian course well to the end. of your lives; 
begin well, and patiently continue in well- 
doing. Persevere in your obedience; ‘ Be 
not weary in well-doing, (knowing that) in 
due time ye shall reap, if ye faint not,” 
Gal. vi. 9. And if you “be faithful unto 
death,” Christ hath promised to give you 
the crown of life. Rev. ii. 10. 

More particularly, show your love to 
Christ, 1. In your learning, keeping, assert- 
ing, and maintaining of Christ’s truths. 2. 
hus your public-spiritedness and zeal for 
Christ’s honour and interest. 3. In your 
vigorous resistance of Christ’s enemies. 
4, In your following Christ’s example. 5. 
In your readiness to take up and patiently 
to bear Christ’s cross. 6. In your desires 
after Christ’s presence here, and longing for 
Christ’s second appearance at the last day. 

1. Show your love to Christ in your 
learning, keeping, asserting, and maintain- 
ing Christ’s truths. Ist. Learn Christ’s 
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truths; acquaint yourselves by diligent read- 
ing of the Scriptures, and other books that 
may be a help hereunto, with all fundamen- 
tal truths of the Christian religion in the 
first place, and so go on and proceed further 
to learn those truths which are superstruc- 
tory; and whatever truths you find a foun- 
dation for in the scriptures, which are the 
word of truth, receive them, not only in the 
light of them, but also in the love of them; 
if the branches of truths be in your heads, 
and the leaves of them in your profession, 
and the fruit of them in your actions, let the 
root of them be in your hearts. 2d. Hav- 
ing learned the truths of Christ, let them 
not hang loose in your understandings, but 
get them fastened and fixed, and close girt 
about the loins of your minds; hold the 
truths of Christ fast, prize them above all 
jewels, do not part with them upon any 
terms; let all go, estate, liberty, and life 
itself, rather than any of this rich treasure 
which Christ hath entrusted you with. 3d.. 
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Assert the truths of Christ; be not ashamed 
or afraid to own any truths of Christ in this 
most adulterous and gainsaying generation ; 
profess your belief of Christ, and of the truths 
of Christ; endeavour that the light of these 
truths may shine abroad, and cast forthsuch 
bright beams in the dark world wherein you 
live, that others may be brought thereby 
unto the knowledge of the truth. 4th. En- 
deavour to maintain Christ’s truths; ear- 
nestly contend for the doctrine of faith once 
delivered to the saints; endeavour. to con- 
vince gainsayers, and to defend Christ’s 
truths against those corrupt and erroneous 

opinions and doctrines, which like leaven 
are very apt tospread, and infect the minds 
of men. 

2. Show your love to Christ in your nen 
lic-spiritedness, and zeal for Christ’s honour 
and interest: let your affections be public, 
not private, narrow, contracted, and centre- 
ing in self, let your love be a public and gen- 
eral love ; love not only relations, but love all 
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Christ’s disciples, though of different per- 
suasions and interests, because of the image 
of Christ; and love not only your friends 
that ‘love you, but also your enemies that 
hate you, because of the command of Christ. 
Let your desires be public desires, desire the 
welfare of the universal church, of all God’s 
people throughout the world, and according- 
ly pray for their peace and prosperity, and 
endeavour, as you have opportunity, to pro- 
mote the public good more than your own 
private advantage; seek not your own 
things, but the things of JesusChrist. Let 
your griefs be public griefs; grieve not 
only for your own sins, but also for the sins 
of others, whereby Christ is dishonoured in 
the world; grieve not only for your own 
afflictions, but also for the afflictions of Jo- 
seph. ‘ Remember them that are in bonds, 
as bound with them, and them which suffer 
adversity, as being yourselves also in the 
body.” Heb. xiii. 8. You are in the same 
mystical body with all Christ’s afflicted 


ADDRESS TO BELIEVERS. 127 
4 


members, and when some members suffer, 
the rest should suffer too, by way of sympa- 
thy. Bleeding in their wounds, and griev- 
ing in their sorrows, be ready also to relieve 
any, especially Christ’s disciples, when they 
are in distress and want, according to your 
capacity, and as you have opportunity. 
Employ all your talents for your Mas- 
ter’s glory, and endeavour to promote the 
interest of the Lord Jesus to the utmost of 
your abilities. If you are called yourselves, 
labour to call others to Christ, as Andrew 
called Peter, Philip called Nathaniel, to the 
Messias, John i. 40, 41. 44, 45. If you have 
found the Messias, or rather have been found 
of him, let your love to Christ, and love to 
souls, prompt you to endeavour the conver- 
sion of others that are your relations, your 
friends and acquaintances. Put your un- 
converted friends in mind of their miserable 
estate whilst under the guilt and reigning 
power of sin, whilst slaves to the devil and 
their own lusts; remind them of death, and 
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the fearful consequences thereof to ail un- 
pardoned sinners: tell them of Christ, that 
he is the only Saviour and Redeemer of 
mankind; how able and willing he is to 
save them, if they seek after him, and ap- 
ply themselves to him: tell them that not. 
long since you were in the same state with 
themselves, living in the practice of the 
same sins, and going on in the same way to 
destruction ; and that the Lord hath showed 
mercy to you in your conversion, and_bring- 
ing you into a state of salvation: tell them 
that there is mercy also for them, if they 
look after it; that God’s grace is most free, 
his mercy most plentiful, that Christ is most 
gracious, and casteth out none that come 
unto him: tell them of the amiableness of 
Christ’s person, of the surpassing love which 
he hath shown to fallen mankind in his 
dying for them; and that though he was 
dead, yet he is alive, and lives for evermore 
to intercede for all them that make choice 
of him, and make use of him for their ad- 


ADDRESS TO BELIEVERS. 129 


vocate. Therefore persuade them to break 
off their sins by repentance, which other- 
wise will be the ruin both of their bodies 
and of their souls in hell, and without de- 
lay to come to Christ and accept of him 
upon gospel-terms. If any of you cannot 
manage these arguments well yourselves, 
persuade them, if you can, to hear such 
ministers and sermons, as through God’s. 
blessing have been effectual for your con- 
version; and thus you may be instrumental 
in augmenting the kingdom of Christ, which 
is one of the best ways of expressing your 
love to Christ. 

Labour likewise to promote the interests 
of Christ among them that, are. truly gra- 
cious, by vigorous endeavours to strengthen 
and establish them in the ways | of the Lord ; 
communicate the experience : which you 
have had, as you see there is real need, and 
it may tend not so much to your praise, as 
your Master’s honour. Labour in your pla- 
ces to be both shining and burning lights; 
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be forward to every good word and work. 
Look upon yourselves as the devoted ser- 
vants of Christ ; that you are not your own, 
and therefore lay out yourselves to the ute 
most for him, and give all diligence to glo- 
rify him with your bodies and spirits, and 
with your estates and interests, with your 
gifts and talents, all which are his, and 
ought to be at his devotion. 

3. Show your love to Christ in your vi- 
gorous resistance of Christ’s enemies. There 
‘are three grand enemies of Christ which 
you are, by your baptism, engaged to fight 
against, namely, the devil, the flesh, and 
the world, which war both against. Christ 
and against your souls. This trinity of ad- 
versaries: agred: im one, and combine toge- 
ther against the Ldrd’s anointed, doing their 
utmost endeavour to break his bands, to untie 
his cords, and ‘to unhinge his government: 
they would pluck the crown off Christ’s 
head, could they reach it, and the sceptre 
out of his hand; they would diyest Christ 
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if they could, of all his power here on earth, 
and confine him to his territories in heaven; 
but all their attempts of this kind have been 
and will be in vain. Christ hath tried the 
streneth of these enemies, and hath van- 
quished them; but still some life and power 
is left with them to war against the holy 
seed: you are Christ’s soldiers enlisted under 
his banner: show your fidelity and your love 
to your captain and general, in manfully 
maintaining the spiritual combat against his 
and your spiritual enemies; fight the good 
fight of faith, resist unto blood, don’t yield 
upon any account: disdainfully turn away 
the eye and ear when these enemies would 
entice and allure you, and stoutly make re- 
solute opposition against them, when they 
do most feriously assault you. Hearken to 
no suggestions of the devil, temptations of 
the world, or motions of the flesh, which 
would induce and draw you into the ways 
of sin, or which would force and drive you 
out of the ways of Christ; resist and oppose, 
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and labour to gain some victories over these 
adversaries every day; especially get con- 
quest over the flesh, and the other two will 
soon be vanquished. Christ showed his love 
to you in submitting himself to be crucified 
for you, do you show your love to Christ in 
crucifying your flesh with its affections and 
lusts for his sake; in your self-denial, and 
mortifying the deeds of the body, when you 
deny your carnal reason, your -carnal wis- 
dom, your carnal will, your carnal affections, 
your carnal interest, all inordinacies of your 
sensual appetite, for the sake of Christ; 
when you crush pride, envy, revenge, ma- 
lice, inordinate anger, inordinate love, inor- 
dinate desire, inordinate grief, lustfulness, 
and all evil concupiscence, for the sake and 
because of the command of Christ: all these 
are acts and evidences of love to Christ, 
and herein you should exercise yourselves 
daily. 

4. Show your love to Christ in your fol- 
lowing his example; discover your affection 
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to him in your imitation of him, in writing 
after his copy, in treading in his steps, in 
walking as Christ himself walked, when he 
was here upon the earth; show your love 
to Christ by labouring after likeness to 
Christ, that you may be like him both in 
your inward disposition, and in your out- 
ward conversation. Christ was lowly, be 
you humble and mean in your own esteem. 
Christ was meek, be you gentle, easy to be 
entreated, and not easily provoked. Christ | 
loved God, let God be the object of your 
love. Christ hated sin, let sin also be the 
object of your hatred. Christ contemned the 
world, do you get crucified affections to it. 
Christ was compassionate te those that were 
in distress, do you labour for the like tender- 
ness. Christ used to worship publicly in the 
synagogues, to pray with his disciples, and to 
spend time also in secret prayer, do you give 
your attendance in the public assemblies of 
God’s people, worship God in your families, 
and be often upon your knees at the throne 
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of grace in secret. Christ’s mind was a 
heavenly mind, let the same mind be in you 
as was in Christ. Christ’s will was sub- 
missive to his Father’s will, let. the same 
will be in you as was in Christ. Christ’s 
words were gracious and edifying, let your 
speech be always with grace, savoury, and 
which may be for edification. Christ’s life 
was an active life, he was always doing 
good, and he was exactly holy in all his ac- 
tions, be you active and diligent in the ser- 
vice of God in doing good to others, and be 
holy as Christ was holy in all manner of con- 
versation. Thus should you show yovr love 
to Christ in following Christ’s example, and 
in imitating him in every thing wherein 
you are capable of such imitation. 

5. Show your love to Christ, in your rea- 
diness to take up and patiently to bear his 
cross. I don’t. say you should desire suffer- 
, ings for Christ, but sure I am that strong 
love to Christ will not permit you to de- 
cline them; do not go out of God’s way for 
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them, neither go out of God’s way from 
them. If you meet with the cross in the 
way of duty, do not either turn back, or 
start aside, but cheerfully take it up; and 
when you have got it up, patiently bear it, 
and do not throw it off, till God take it off: 
when it is your duty to suffer for Christ, 
look upon it also to be your privilege, and 
be glad of the opportunity, rejoicing that 
you have any thing to part with for the sake 
of Christ; if it be good name, or good estate, 
or good friends, if it be liberty, or life itself; 
such expressions of love are very honour- 
able and very pleasing to your Lord and 
Master. 
..6. And, lastly, show your love to Christ 
ba your desires after Christ’s presence here, 
and in your longing for his second appear- 
ance at the last day. spa tieie ie 
. Desire Christ’s gracious presence. here, 
and the manifestations thereof, that. accord- 
ing to his promises he would come unto 
you, that he would draw near, and that you 
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might feel that he is near; desire that you 
might have clearer discoveries of Christ, 
and more intimate communion and fellow- 
ship with him; above.all company and fel- 
lowship, desire the company, fellowship, 
and acquaintance of Christ; that you might 
walk with him, and converse with him, and 
that there might be a daily intercourse be- 
tween Christ and your souls; and that all 
distance and strangeness, between you, 
might be removed. Let your love express 
itself in desires after Christ when he is ab- 
sent, and in delight when he is present; 
rejoice in the Lord exceedingly when he 
manifests himself unto you graciously; -ad- 
mire his beauty, and delight in his smiles; 
admire his love, and delight in the persua- 
sions of his favour; let the actings of your 
love be such to your Beloved daily. 

Desire also and Jong for the second ap- 
pearance of Christ at the last day. When 
he saith, “ Surely I come quickly,” do you 
say, “Amen, Even so come, Lord Jesus.” 
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Look upon time as slow of heel and wing, 
that it runs no faster, that it flies no swifter ; 
look to the end of time, and long for it, be- 
cause then with these eyes you shall see 
Him whom your soul loveth; because then 
you shall see Christ come down from the 
throne of God with such brightness of ma- 
jesty, and brightness of beauty, as will trans- 
port you with wonder and joy. Say, “ When, 
Lord Jesus, wilt thou take to thyself thy 
great power, and clothe thyself with thy 
authority, and come down to judge the 
world? when wilt thou open the everlasting 
gates of heaven, which have been shut so 
long? When wilt thou descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the sound of the great 
trumpet, and send: thine angels to gather all 
thine elect from the four winds, that all 
who love thee may meet in one society ? 
‘When shall we put on our garments of im- 
mortality, and be caught up in the clouds, 
to meet thee in the day of thy triumph? 
When shall the day of our coronation come, 
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and of our admission into those mansions 
which thou hast prepared for us in the glo- 
rious palace which is above? When wilt 
thou show us thyself, and give us to behold. 
thee face to face? When wilt thou show us 
the Father, and give us to behold him im- 
mediately, without a glass? When wilt thou 
show us thy glory, which thou hadst with 
thy Father before the world was, and give 
us not only tosee it, but also to share in it? 
When wilt thou open the treasures of thy 
love, and receive us into the nearest, closest, 
and sweetest embraces thereof, and give 
us to drink of those rivers of ;leasure 
which are with thee? O hasten, Lord, has- 
ten thy glorious appearance, that. thou 
mayest be glorified before the whole world, 
and we be glorified with thee; that we may 
be then taken to live with thee, and reign 
with thee, and be made perfectly happy in 
the full and everlasting enjoyment of thee.” ' 

Thus [ have done with these directions, 
the last thing in this use of exhortation. 
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And what do you now say, after all these 
motives to excite and persuade you to the 
love of Christ, and directions therein? shall 
all be in vain? 

What think you of Christ ? Consider the 
question as addressed to the thoughtless 
sinner. 

What do you think? Is there such a per- 
son as Jesus Christ, or is there not? Have 
you no Bible? and if you have, have you 
not read therein the history concerning Je- 
sus Christ? and what do you think of that 
history ? is it true, oris it false? do you think 
the Gospel to be a cunningly devised fable? 
are not the Scriptures which contain this 
Gospel, the very word of tlie true God who 
cannot lie? are there not such characters of 
divinity upon them, as are sufficient to 
evince their divine origin to any that 
search into them, and do not wilfully shut 
their eyes against the light which shines 
there? And if it be so, that there is indeed 
such a person as Jesus Christ, (as there is 
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nothing more true,) how is it that you have 
no love for him ? do not the Scriptures reveal 
and set forth Christ, as the most excellent 
and amiable person? and yet do you not love 
him? can you love persons and things that 
are but imperfectly lovely, and not love Je- 
sus Christ, who is altogether lovely? can 
you love one of great: honour, that has but 
some inferior power and authority, and not 
love Jesus Christ, who is the Lord of glory, 
who hath all power and authority both in 
heaven and earth? can you love such as 
have wisdom and learning, though it be 
earthly, and not love Jesus Christ, who is 
the wisdom of the Father, who knoweth all 
things, and whose wisdom is divine? can 
you love such as are liberal] and bountiful, 
and not love Christ, whose bounty is super- 
lative, and whose gifts are most rich and 
transcendent? can you love friends that 
are kind, and not love Jesus Christ, who is 
the best friend that ever the ‘children of 
men had? can yon love a benefactor that 


ADDRESS TO SINNERS. 141 


feeds you, and clothes you, and gives mo- 
ney to you, and yet not love Christ, who 
offers to feed your hunger-starved souls with 
the bread of life, to clothe your naked souls 
with the robe of his righteousness, and to 
give the spiritual riches of grace to you, 
the least dram of which is of more worth 
than all the riches of the earth? can you 
love riches, and not love Christ, in whom 
there are treasures; and by whom you may 
have not only spiritual riches here, but also 
the heavenly inheritance hereafter? can 
you love honours, and not love Christ, by 
whom you may have the highest dignities, 
the honour of children to the King of heaven 
now, and a crown of glory in the other 
world? can you love liberty, and not love 
Christ, by \ whom you may be made free from 
the slavery of the devil and your own lusts? 
can you love safety, and not love Christ, 
who is the only Saviour of mankind, and 
who alone puts you in safety from the reach 
of the worst of enemies, and the worst of 
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evils? can you love peace, and not love 
Christ, by whom you may have peace with 
God, and peace in your own conscience ? 
can you love pleasures and delights, and 
not love Christ, by whom you may have 
joys unspeakable and full of glory, besides 
those everlasting pleasures which are to 
come ? 

Without love to the Lord Jesus Christ 
you are under the guilt of all your sins; 
neither your original sin, nor any of your 
actual sins, are pardoned; they all lie upon 
your own score, and you must answer for all 
yourselves; and how fearful is your account 
likely.to be! Without love to Christ, you 
are under the curse, not only under the curse 
of the law for your breach of the law, but 
also under the curse of the Gospel for dis- 
obedience to this command of the Gospel, 
- which requires you to love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. “If any man love 
not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anath- 
ema maranatha;’’ that is, let him be cursed, 
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till the Lord come; and when the Lord 
cometh, will he take off the curse from you? 
No, he will come in flaming fire to take ven- 
geance upon you, having threatened then to 
punish all such with everlasting destruction, 
as shall be found to have disobeyed the Gos- 
pel; and what then is likely to become of 
you? Sodom and Gomorrah, those wicked cit- 
ies, will then be punished dreadfully, witha 
worse fire than that which was rained down 
from heaven, and consumed their persons 
and habitations together; I mean, with the 
fire of hell, which will be kindled and kept 
alive to eternity by the breath of the Al- 
mighty; but you, who do not love the Lord 
Jesus Christ, notwithstanding all discove- 
ries of him, invitations to him, and proffers 
of kindness by him, you will be punished 
more dreadfully than the wicked Sodomites. 
It will be more tolerable in the day of judg- 
ment for them, than for you; the torments 
of hell will be intolerable to any, but they 
will be most intolerable to gospel-sinners; 
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the fire of hell will burn upon you the most 
fiercely, and the scourge of conscience will 
lash you the most furiously. 

Consider this, all ye that have no love to 
Christ, otherwise when he cometh to judg- 
ment he will tear you to pieces, and there 
will be none to deliver you: if you have 
not the sweet fire of love to Christ kindled 
in your hearts here, you will be thrown into 
the dreadful fire of hell, which will burn 
everlastingly. 

What do you say, sinner? shall Christ 
have your heart, or no? will you harbour 
base lusts in your hearts, that will damn 
you, and keep out the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who alone can save you? Shall Jesus 
Christ, the most lovely person, find enter- 
tainment with you? If any person or thing 
in the world which you most dearly love, 
so well deserves your love, then lock your 
ears, lock your heart against Christ who 
stands knocking at the door, and give 
an absolute and peremptory refusal to give 
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him any room there. But if in the whole 
world you cannot find out a suitable beloved 
besides Christ; if there be nothing here be- ~ 
low, but is unworthy of your heart; if all 
inferior things, whilst they have your chief 
love, do but debase and defile you, and un- 
less your heart be taken off from them, will 
certainly ruin you everlastingly; O, then, 
be persuaded, without further delay, to open 
the door of your heart to let Christ in, and 
set him up in the highest seat of your affec- 
tions! Oh, be persuaded to give Christ 
your chief love, to give him your heart and 
your whole heart! With grief and hatred 
let go your hold of sin, and embrace the 
Lord Jesus Christ in the arms of your dear- 
est love. And then I would say to you, as 
our Saviour did to Zaccheus, when he gave 
him entertainment in his house, “ This day 
is salvation come unto you.” 

Oh happy day unto you! Oh happy you 
that ever you were born, if this day Christ 
should be heartily entertained by you! 

10 
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This, then, would be the day of your con 
version, in which the angels would rejoice; 
and though grief and trouble might invade 
you for a while because of your sin, yet this 
would make way for your spiritual joy; weep- 
ing might endure for a night, but joy would 
come in the morning. And Oh the joy 
which you will then have in the day of your 
coronation, when all tears shall be wiped 
away from your eyes, and when you shall 
have admission into the glorious presence 
of the Lord, where there is fulness of joy, 
and pleasures for evermore. 

And what do you say, believers? you that 
have some love to Christ, shall not this dis- 
course be the means to raise and heighten 
your love? Your love has been too much 
mixed, will you not love Christ more pure- 
ly ? Your love has been very weak, will you 
not love Christ more strongly? Your love 
to Christ has been but a spark, shall it not 
now break forth into a flame? after such 
blowings, shall there be no burnings? 
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When you think of Christ’s person so ami- 
able, his love so incomparable, his benefits 
so inestimable, shall not this fire your 
hearts? and will you not now love him more 
dearly and ardently than ever? Will you 
not be persuaded to get off your hearts from 
earth and earthly things, and get up your 
hearts to your Lord who is in heaven, and 
to settle your love there upon him, so as 
never to withdraw it from him any more ? 
Where, throughout the whole creation, 
is there an object to be found so deserving 
of your best affections? Whatever beauty 
and loveliness there is in any, or in all visi- 
ble creatures, there is infinitely more beauty 
and loveliness in Jesus Christ. All visible 
beauty is but a shadow, in Christ there is sub- 
stantial beauty ; all visible beauty is fading, 
like the flower that soon withers, like the Téa 
that soon fades, but in Christ there is per- 
manent beauty ; all visible beauty is inferior 
and mean, yea deformity, compared with 
Christ’s transcendent loveliness. There is 
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no discovery to the eye of the mind com- 
parable to the discovery of Christ to the eye 
of faith; the light of nature, in the greatest 
improvement of it, is but a weak and dim 
light, in comparison with the spiritual light 
of the knowledge of Christ: no light is so 
clear and bright, no light so pure and sweet, 
as that which makes discovery of the Lord 
Jesus unto the soul. This discovery of 
Christ dispels clouds from the mind, and evil 
propensities from the heart; it brightens 
the understanding, and cleanses the affec- 
tions; it warms the heart with love, and 
fills it with comforts; it quiets the con- 
science, and purifies it; it gives a most 
sweet peace and tranquillity to the mind, 
and brings in such spiritual joy, as is un- 
speakable, and full of glory. O how then 
should you admire the riches of the grace 
and kindness of the Lord Jesus Christ unto 
you! that he should give unto you this dis- 
covery of himself, when the discovery is so 
admirable, so excellent, so desirable, so 
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useful, and which lifts you up into a far 
higher degree of excellence than the most 
accomplished persons in the world, that 
are without this discovery. 

Will you not then love the Lord Jesus 
much, whom it is impossible you should 
ever love too much? will you not now dwell 
in the love of Christ, and be more frequent 
and fervent in the actings of it? Then, O 
what comfort would you find in your love! 
and what sweetness in the sense of Christ’s 
love! This would be the surest evidence 
that Christ loves you, because Christ loves 
first; and how would this sweeten your 
passage through the valley of affliction, and 
through the valley of death! 'This would 
sweeten a bitter cup and make a sweet cup 
more sweet. In life, the sense of Christ’s 
love will be better than life; but at death, 
this will be the only stay and support which 
you can have; nothing else can give any 
well-grounded comfort in a dying hour. 
Death rages and plays the tyrant every 


150 ADDRESS TO BELIEVERS. 


where, shoots his arrows hither and thither: 
sometimes he smites those thatare older than 
yourselves, and sometimes those that are 
younger; sometimes those that are weaker 
than yourselves, sometimes those that are 
stronger; sometimes those that are better, 
sometimes those that are worse ; sometimes 
the righteous are smitten, sometimes the 
wicked; sometimes the profane, and some- 
times the professor ; that all might be awa- 
kened to prepare. 

And what is it that can give you comfort 
when you come to the sides of the pit? You 
may have the love of your dear yoke-fellows, 
weeping and mourning at your bed-side; 
children, kindred, and friends, wringing 
their hands, and looking with a pitiful coun- 
tenance upon you, grieving to part with 
you; but what comfort can all their love 
yield to your departing spirits? their love 
may disturb you, and make you the more 
unwilling to die and leave them, because 
they are so unwilling to part with you. But 
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the love of Christ, and a sense thereof, will 
be a comfort indeed, because he is a Friend 
whom you are not departing from, but going 
to; and Oh the delight which then you 
may have, when friends look most sad, and 
death looks most grim ; when the trembling 
joints, the clammy sweats, the intermitting 
pulse, the falling jaw, the rattling throat, 

and other symptoms, give notice of near 
approaching death! Then to think, “Iam 
now come not only to the door of eternity, 
but also to the gate of my Father’s house; 
where many saints are gone before me, and 
many angels are attending for me; and 
where my dearly beloved Jesus is, and hath 
prepared for my reception an eternal habi- 
tation. Here are friends about my bed-side, 
who ere jong will convey this body to the 
grave, to be fed upon by worms; but here 
are angels also by my bed-side waiting for 
my soul, that so soon as it is loosened from 
this dying carcass, they may convey me to 
the heavenly paradise. Within a few min- 
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utes now, and I shali be with my Lord, 
where my faith will be swallowed up in 
vision, my hope in fruition, and my love 
will come to perfection. O the glorious 
light which then and there will shine into 
every corner ofmy mind! O the love and 
gladness, and ineffable delight, when I come 
to see and enjoy, and live for ever with, my 
most dearly Beloved!” This, this only, will 
make you willing to die, and this sense of 
Christ’s love will effectually sweeten your 
passage through the dark valley of the 
shadow of death. 


THE END. 
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